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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving break lled with love, rest, and turkey! As we approach
another break in just a couple of weeks we have a lot happening in our school. December proves to be
a busy time with lots of activities and special events. There's a surge of excitement in the air among
students as teachers are trying to accomplish all of their teaching plans prior to our winter
assessments and the quarter ending in January. For educators, December is an opportunity to
harness students' excitement and energy to engage them in learning. As such, December can be a
powerful and productive month in school.
As we approach the end of 2019, I would like to wish all families a fantastic holiday break and look
forward to seeing you all in 2020!

2019-2020 DSFC Student Council
REQUIRED WINTER WEATHER CLOTHING
Here at DSFC we are passionate about outdoor time for kids. Recess time outside is bene cial for
many reasons so we try very hard to go outside every day and sometimes this means we are outside a
few times a day. The only times we do not go outside is when the weather is particularly severe such
as "feels like temperature below 10 degrees, heavy rain, etc.
As great as this outdoor exposure time is, it's important students come to school prepared to spend
time outside. During this time of the year when the temperature is around or below 30 degrees, they
should have a winter coat, pants, warm footwear, hat, and gloves/mittens. To play in the snow,
children need snowpants and boots (separate from indoor footwear). We also recommend sending
your child with a spare pair of socks just in case.
If you need assistance getting these items for your kids, please contact our School Nurse, Pam Owen.
We have agencies that are willing to help! Also, because temperatures vary in different parts of the
building we recommend students dress in layers. Finally, we suggest you mark and label all articles of
clothing in case items get mixed up as students remove gear. We appreciate your attention in this
matter.

SLEDS AND OTHER TOYS
Now that snow is here we have a number of students trying to bring in sleds. Like other toys and
equipment, we ask that students not bring sleds into school. This often creates more con ict than it

tends to help. We do have several sleds and will be purchasing a few additional ones shortly. We
appreciate families support and cooperation with this school rule. Thank you!

NEW SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT COUNSELOR
For those who may not have heard, Jackie Mickiewicz has left DSFC for a role in another district and
we wish her well with her new endeavors! We're very happy to announce that we were able to conduct
a rigorous search fairly quickly and have hired a new school adjustment counselor. Lamar Batiste is
already a known school community member as a resident in the neighborhood and parent to two
children in the school. Lamar is coming from the Amherst Pelham district with experience at the
elementary level. He also has a wealth of experience in the mental health eld having worked at the
Department of Children and Families, ServiceNet, and Crisis Services. He'll be hitting the ground
running on January 2nd, immediately following the December vacation break. We're excited to have
Lamar join us and welcome him to our team!

Last month we observed a substitute appreciation week. Thank
you to all the substitutes who regularly help out at DSFC!
PTO NEWS
Thank you!
Thank you to all who participated in our wreath fundraiser! Final numbers are not yet in, but we
met and possibly exceeded our goal of $3,500 raised.
The PTO helped to process, pack up, and send out the Original Works orders.
We will know soon how much we collectively raised for the art department, but it is looking
pretty good!
Thank you to everybody who helped! It made the job fun, social, and much quicker than it
would have been without your help!
The Movie Fundraiser was a full house and raised $1190 for the school!
The next box tops submission date is in the spring, but please keep them owing in to the school!
Don’t forget to install the app on your phone.
The app can even be hooked up to your Stop n Shop account for automatic receipt
submission.
Looking ahead:
Events
We’re planning a family evening event of art and cookies on February 7. More info to come.
Save the date!
Sales:
We will be holding a produce sale 12/19 (right before the holiday break)!

Fundraisers:
We are hoping to do the Hillside fundraiser again in time for Super Bowl weekend. Details are
not locked in. More to come!
All proceeds go to classrooms, enrichment programs, school equipment, learning incentives, teacher
appreciation, eld trips, etc. etc.
How to get involved:
Attend a meeting. Our next meetings are 12/3 at 3:15 in the library.
Like us on Facebook to stay up to date @4cornersPTO
Email us with any questions discoveryschool4cpto@gmail.com.
Join our Facebook group if you want to offer an opinion, discuss ideas, or know how you can help
out: Discovery School at Four Corners PTO Group.

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES WITH MR A
We have been on a big creative kick in Technology for the past month. 4th graders are nishing up
building their own functional websites with multiple pages and links. By next week, many students will
have published their completed website. 3rd graders are working on creating their own animations to
go along with their Amherst Cinema curriculum. Students have been creating frame by frame
animations and telling short stories. 1st graders have also been writing their own stories using
StoryMaker on Abcya as we learn about the many technologies that we use every day! In 2nd grade,
students have begun using Typing.com and will soon be moving on to research projects using Google
Slides. Finally, our Kindergarten students have been making great strides as they have all been
practicing logging into the computer on their own and the importance of their password. Please
remember that many of these programs are free to use on Mr. A's Technology Page at home.

PE RUNDOWN WITH MS. ZABEK
During this past month in PE class, the students nished learning the difference between hopping,
jumping, and leaping as grades K and 1st played “Leap Frog”, grabbing beanbags and moving their
way to safety on lily pads. Grades 2nd- 4th started played Castle Ball, a cooperative game where
everyone working together is the best way to play for success. K and 1st have been playing games
involving Rock, Paper, Scissors while moving throughout the gym using different locomotor
movements. The 2nd and 3rd grades have been playing the game of Kick ball with inside modi ed
rules, and the 4th graders are playing Mat ball, a type of Kickball with a lot of energy.
As always, a reminder to have sneakers to wear for class activity.
Work hard, Play hard, Have Fun!

MUSIC NOTES FROM MRS. HUMPHREY
This month our composer will be Tchaikovsky. The students will be watching parts of the Nutcracker
Ballet. Grades K-3 will work on rhythm, melody, meter and tone color. The 4th Grade will be working
more on project based learning. They will be putting what they have learned over the last few years
and new concepts into music writing. The Chorus and band will continue work on music for our Winter
Concert which will be on Tuesday, December 17th, at 6:00 here at The Discovery School.

LIBRARY FACTS WITH MS. MELE
The library has been very busy during November! Kindergarten and rst grade have wrapped up their
exploration of story elements. Students are doing a wonderful job noticing story elements such as the
character and setting of the stories they read! Second grade learned about different types of ctional
texts such as realistic ction, fantasy, and mystery. Some students are excited to explore these genres
further in their own reading! Third and fourth grade mastered using call numbers to nd books they
wish to check out in the library. They worked with a partner to nd mystery books in the shelves, and
did a fantastic job!

Thank you to Mr. Matt, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ben, and Mr. Denny for all
their hard work with snow removal and keeping our school safe!
UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, December 13, 2019 - Spirit Day/ Twin and Triplet Day
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 - DSFC Band and Chorus Winter Concert at 6:00PM
Friday, December 20, 2019 - Half Day with dismissal at 11:55 for the December Vacation
No School through January 1st for the December Vacation
Thursday, January 2, 2020 - First day back to school
Friday, January 3, 2020 - All School Meeting at 8:45AM in the library
Tuesday, January 7, 2020 - PTO Meeting at 6:00PM

CONTACT INFORMATION
Facebook

@MrToomeyGPS

21 Ferrante Avenue, Green eld,…

micdos1@gpsk12.org

413-772-1375

gpsk12.org/four-corners

