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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Now that we have our rst month of school behind us we're cruising into the school year.
Following the rst few weeks of school students have developed classroom rules and
expectations, created hopes and dreams, and they began diving into their grade level academic
work. We've also been immersed in our Harvest theme and students have been learning about
their respective vegetables and fruits. Classes have spent a lot of time in their gardens and
students have been studying, dissecting, and cooking with their crops. This work culminates
with our Harvest Sampler which is one of our biggest events of the year. At this school
community event, we invite families to bring in dishes inspired by the vegetables or fruit their
child studied. This is a really fun and casual event that's been a favorite of staff, families, and
students. This Fifth Annual Harvest Sampler is on Friday, October 18th on the blacktop near
the playground. It'll be from 5:00PM to 6:00PM. We hope you can make it!

STUDENTS EXPLORE THE NATURE TRAIL
AND BROOK IN THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF
SCHOOL
COLD WEATHER CLOTHING
Here at DSFC we are passionate about outdoor time for kids. Recess time outside is
bene cial for many reasons so we try very hard to go outside as much as we can. Unless
weather is particularly severe, students may have two or three recess breaks a day. This
includes a thirty minute recess before school starts and twenty minutes before lunch.
Additionally, there may be extra recess or class time outside. As great as this outdoor
exposure time is, it's important students come to school prepared to spend time outside.
During this time of the year they should have a winter coat, hat, and gloves/ mittens. Once we
have snow accumulation, children should bring snowpants and boots (separate from indoor
footwear) so that students can enjoy the snow. We also recommend sending your child with a
spare pair of socks just in case. If you need assistance getting these items for your kids,
please contact our Ms. Dostal in the main o ce. We have agencies that are willing to help!
Also, because temperatures vary in different parts of the building we recommend students
dress in layers. Finally, we suggest you mark and label all articles of clothing in case items get
mixed up as students remove gear. We appreciate your attention in this matter.

FROM THE PTO
Thank you!
Thank you to all who participated in our bulbs fundraiser! Final numbers are not yet in, but
it’s looking like we raised ~$1200 + generous donations!
Thank you to the parents, teachers, and staff who helped paint the blacktop this month.
We hear reports that the new activities are getting a lot of use!
Thank you for all the support we have seen this year from our community. We know
everybody is busy. We know not everybody can participate in every activity or every
fundraiser. We appreciate all contributions, big or small. It does make a difference to our
teachers, our kiddos, and our community.
Looking ahead:
Events
Restaurant night at the 99 on 11/4/19
Morning movie at the Garden Cinemas 11/30/19.
Sales:
Roundabout Books 10/23 and 10/24 (during conferences)
Wreaths 11/26 (with order forms ahead)
Produce sale 12/19 (before the winter break)
Fundraisers:
We will be helping Ms. Clark with the Original Works fundraiser in November
All proceeds go to classrooms, enrichment programs, school equipment, learning incentives,
teacher appreciation, eld trips, etc. etc.
How to get involved:
Attend a meeting. Our next meetings are 10/1 at 3:15 and 11/12 at 6:00 p.m. in the library.
Kids welcome - ask ahead about childcare.
Like us on Facebook to stay up to date @4cornersPTO
Email us with any questions discoveryschool4cpto@gmail.com.
Join our Facebook group if you want to offer an opinion, discuss ideas, or know how you
can help out: Discovery School at Four Corners PTO Group.

THANK YOU PTO AND FAMILIES FOR
HELPING PAINT SOME NEW GAMES ON
OUR BLACKTOP
TECHNOLOGY UPDATES FROM MR. A
The beginning of the year goes by fast in the lab. Most grades are nishing work around Digital
Safety and Digital Citizenship. Many classes have just begun doing some early coding work on
Code.org and Scratch. 3rd and 4th graders will be working shortly on some research projects
and practicing sound research habits. Our new Kindergarten friends are getting adjusted to the
chromebooks fast. We have been practicing our trackpad use and identifying different
keyboard buttons using Red sh. Soon we will begin working on logging ourselves in and
learning about usernames and passwords!

PE RUNDOWN WITH MS. ZABEK
Welcome back! After a restful summer it is nice to come back to the adventure of skills and
games in PE class. The students will be focusing on teamwork and cooperation during activity
this year with a strong emphasis on good sportsmanship during competition. The classes are
taught using small units, focusing on a speci c game or skill. Each unit typically lasts for two
or three consecutive classes. I like to place “ ller” games after the completion of units to mix
things up. On occasion, I also like to give the students “choice” day. This could be either
teacher selected games or sometimes the students give me a selection of games that have
been played in class. Each choice day is always based on a vote; the top vote-getter wins.
I am looking forward to another fun year in PE.
As always, a reminder to have sneakers to wear for class activity.
Work hard, Play hard, Have Fun!

MUSIC NOTES FROM MRS. HUMPHREY
This year for our composers we will be studying those that wrote during the Romantic Period
of Music History. This month our Composer will be Josephine Lang. The piece is Arabesque
in F Major. Grades K-2 will be working on beat, melody, and rhythm.The 3rd and 4th grades will
be working on melody and rhythm. The Chorus will work on singing in unison and start looking
at music for a concert in December. The band will begin by learning to make sounds with their
instruments and note reading.

ART NEWS WITH MS. CLARK

Welcome to the 2019-2020 art year. We are busy creating compositions for our annual Original
Works art fundraiser. This fundraiser allows you to purchase various items that display your
child’s artwork, such as clothing, stationary and tiles. Artwork is done during weekly art class.
If you decide to create your own art work instead of using the piece from art class, you can.
Simply keep the artwork from art class and create your own art on 8 1/2” by 11” paper and
send that art back with the packet. Art has to be at. No glitter, oil pastels, metallic or textured
surface. Additional information will be sent home soon.

LIBRARY FACTS WITH MS. MELE
It was a busy month in library! We began by thinking about and discussing what kinds of books
we enjoy reading. We also learned about the different parts of the library, as well as how to
use the materials in the library properly. Students practiced handling their books and treating
them with care. They should also be proud of how they use the bean bags, pillows, wobble
chairs, and book buddies while quietly reading. Together we have created a wonderful space
for reading! Next month, look forward to reading books about fall, learning about the parts of a
book, and writing book reviews!

SPECIALS ARE IN FULL SWING AT DSFC
THIS YEAR! ASK YOUR CHILD ABOUT
WHAT THEY ENJOY MOST AT SPECIALS.
OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, Oct 1 - PTO Meeting, 3:15PM
Wednesday, Oct 2 - Open House, 5:00PM - 6:00PM
Friday, Oct 4 - All School Meeting, 8:45AM
Monday, Oct 14 - No School/ Columbus Day
Friday, Oct 18 - Harvest Sampler, 5:00PM - 6:00PM
Thursday, Oct 24 - Half Day for Conferences/ Book Fair, Dismissal at 11:55AM
Friday, Oct 25 - Half Day for Conferences/ Book Fair, Dismissal at 11:55AM

SCHOOL-WIDE EVENTS AND CALENDAR
After hearing feedback from families, we're going to try to notify families earlier and more
often when there are school-wide events happening. This week we'll be sending a yer home
in backpacks listing all of the big school-wide events for the year. We also post these events
on the calendar on the school website. Below is the link for the website and we encourage you
to bookmark it and save it for future reference. In addition to the yer and calendar, we'll be
attempting to do more all-calls home and send home yers immediately before events. Let us
know if you have other feedback or suggestions as we're always striving to improve and make
our school better.
Discovery School Online Calendar:
https://www.gpsk12.org/four-corners/school-calendar

CONTACT INFORMATION
Facebook

@MrToomeyGPS

21 Ferrante Avenue, Green eld…

micdos1@gpsk12.org

413-230-7604

gpsk12.org/four-corners

