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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
As I write these newsletters each month I'm still amazed at how quickly they go by. Can you believe we
are more than halfway through the school year? January was a whirlwind of a month with lots going
on. One of the biggest happenings in our school last month was a reboot of our cafeteria. In an effort
to improve behavior and culture we changed some rules and implemented a new reward system called
"Pick It Tickets." We also redecorated a bit though we plan on more changes in the coming weeks.
 
As busy as January was, we have a lot planned for February as well. We're quickly approaching the
100th day of school; a day we like to celebrate with students as it's an excellent learning opportunity.
On February 14th we're having a school-wide Kindness Day piggybacking off of our Gratitude Day that
was in November. Our Green theme will also be in full swing with students learning different "green"
topics at each grade level. Then there's also a vacation week in the middle of the month that'll break
things up. At the very end of February on Thursday the 28th, we'll be kicking off kindergarten
registration for the 2019-2020 school year. All three Green�eld elementary schools will have a
registration night and open house for incoming kindergarten families. This will take place from 5:00 to
6:30. Please help us spread the word about kindergarten registration as it always helps to have
families registered as soon as possible.
 
Thank you all for your continued support throughout the year!



The sledding hill is open
again

It's been enjoyed by staff and
students

Students do a great job of
taking turns

REQUIRED WINTER WEATHER CLOTHING
Here at DSFC we are passionate about outdoor time for kids. Recess time outside is bene�cial for
many reasons so we try very hard to go outside every day and sometimes this means we are outside a
few times a day. The only times we do not go outside is when the weather is particularly severe such
as "feels like temperature below 10 degrees, heavy rain, etc.
 
As great as this outdoor exposure time is, it's important students come to school prepared to spend
time outside. During this time of the year when the temperature is around or below 30 degrees, they
should have a winter coat, pants, warm footwear, hat, and gloves/ mittens. To play in the snow,
children need snowpants and boots (separate from indoor footwear). We also recommend sending
your child with a spare pair of socks just in case.
 
If you need assistance getting these items for your kids, please contact our School Nurse, Pam Owen,
or our School Adjustment Counselor, Jackie Mickiewicz. We have agencies that are willing to help!
Also, because temperatures vary in different parts of the building we recommend students dress in
layers. Finally, we suggest you mark and label all articles of clothing in case items get mixed up as
students remove gear. We appreciate your attention in this matter.

FROM THE PTO
PTO Presents:
The PTO is responsible for planning and funding the PTO Presents program which brings enrichment
assemblies to the school every third Friday.
In January the PTO sponsored local farm Just Roots to share their knowledge about farming.
Students were split into small groups to learn about the seasons on the farm and some of the tools
that are used. Students were encouraged to do what farmers do in the winter: create their own farm
plan through coloring and drawing on a big piece of brown paper!
 
In February, the Green�eld Police Department will be bringing in O�cer Donuts, the town comfort dog!
This will be on February 8th because of a scheduling issue.
Fundraiser and event update:
Thank you again for all of your participation and contributions! All the funds we earn go directly to
support our kiddos’ education and experience.

Hillside orders are all in and by the time you read this they should be distributed!
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WELCOME BACK MS. NAUGHTON AND MRS. WINSTON

We have scheduled a community dinner at Ninety Nine Restaurant in Green�eld for their "Dining
for a Cause" event February 12th at 5pm. Please join us!

Thank you, as always, for being such a great community!
 
Want to stay up to date with the latest, or give us your feedback? Please like us on facebook
@4cornersPTO, or email discoverschool4cpto@gmail.com.

mailto:discoverschool4cpto@gmail.com


MUSIC NOTES FROM MRS. HUMPHREY
This month our Composer is Margaret Bonds and the piece is Trouble Waters. Each grade will be
working on melody, form, rhythm, and dynamics. The fourth grade will be continue a unit on reading
notes on the Treble Clef. At the end of the month both 3rd and 4th grade will start a unit on recorders.
The Chorus will continue to work on singing in parts and they'll also be working on the musical for the
spring. The Band will be working on more reading skills and new notes. They will also be looking at new
music for the spring concert in May.

LIBRARY FACTS FROM MRS. EVE
This month we will be reading and discussing books on our school value of “resilience”. Students will
also hear stories and discuss the February celebrations of Groundhog’s Day, Valentine’s Day and
President’s Day. We have received several new library books that I am in the process of adding to our
school collection. These are picture books with an emphasis on social emotional learning, biographies,
and countries.

PE RUNDOWN FROM MS. ZABEK
The students were working on the game of Kickball and/or Matball the past couple of weeks.
Kindergarten, �rst, and second grades were playing the game while learning about base running,
�elding, and some modi�ed rules. The third and fourth graders were playing the game of Matball, a
version of Kickball with different running rules, and a lot more action. The next unit will be cooperative
games and team building activities. We will start our nutrition unit after we return from February
break.



 
On another note, it is especially important to have sneakers to wear to class. Snow boots are not
acceptable footwear for class activity. Thank you.
Work hard, Play hard, Have Fun!

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES FROM MR. A
Kindergarten continues to work on our keyboard and mouse skills. We are working with Abcya Paint to
paint Winter scenes. As the month continues Kindergarten will begin working on coding using
Code.org and Bee-Bot robots.
 
First graders are working their way through the �nal stages of Dance Mat Typing to improve keyboard
skills and become more comfortable navigating the keyboard. We recently �nished up research on
animals and will use those skills to begin working on Google Slides presentations in the next few
weeks.
 
Second graders are beginning to work with Scratch coding and designing characters to bring to life
with code. Basic coding will involve moving characters with various keyboard strokes and creating
sounds for the characters.
 
Third graders are beginning to design their own websites with links and pictures. Sites are designed
using Google sites and students can continue to add to them as the year goes on. At the end of the
project students will have the chance to publish their site.
 
Fourth graders are also beginning to revisit Scratch and create more complicated projects. These
projects will include If/Then coding and will connect the characters with their background. Students
will be able to create games with multiple levels that will be playable by their peers.

ART NEWS FROM MS. CLARK
This month we are focusing on color. Monochromatic and analogous colors will be presented and
explored with paint, marker, and pencil. Kindergarteners are creating family portraits while �rst and
second graders work on gum ball machines. Third and fourth graders will explore various color based
lessons.
Stay warm!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, February 1st - All School Meeting, 8:45AM in the DSFC Library
Wednesday, February 6th - PTO Meeting at 6:00 in the DSFC Library
Friday, February 8th - Spirit Day: Dress Silly Day
Tuesday, February 12th - Dining for a Cause Fundraiser at the 99 Restaurant 5:00-9:00
February 18th though February 22nd - No School/ Winter Break
Thursday, February 28th - Kindergarten Registration Night and Open House, 5:00 - 6:30



Facebook @MrToomeyGPS

CONTACT INFORMATION

21 Ferrante Avenue, Green�eld,… micdos1@gpsk12.org

4137721375 gpsk12.org/four-corners
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