
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Michelle Roberts <mroberts@hgf.org> 
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 12:07 PM 
Subject: Cancellation of Excellence in Teaching Awards Spring Banquets 
 

Dear Superintendents, District Representatives, and 2020 Winners of the Excellence in 
Teaching Awards, 
  
I write with disappointment – and doubt any of you will be surprised – that today the decision 
was made to cancel the three banquets at the Log Cabin celebrating the Excellence in 
Teaching Awards on 
April 30, May 6, and May 13.  Like many other organizations dealing with large events affected 
by the Covid-19 virus, we based our decision on the effect of widespread and continuing 
uncertainty, the impossibility of postponing at the end of the school year, and the need to 
provide clarity now for our winners and hundreds of banquet attendees. 
  
Our 2020 teachers will receive all the gifts as promised -- $500 check to winners and $250 
checks to the category of “New Teachers,” engraved plaques, tuition incentive certificates for 
graduate study from colleges and universities, certificates offering a 3-month membership at 
area YMCAs and the Springfield JCC, and a gift from Arrha Teachers’ Credit Union. Guest 
payments already made through Eventbrite will be refunded. 
  
On the good news side, a superb webinar about Project Based Learning (PBL) will be 
offered on March 26th at 7:00 pm by public television station WGBH-Boston in conjunction with 
WGBY Springfield. It will be facilitated by expert Suzie Boss and will feature 2019 Excellence in 
Teaching Award winner Jeromie Whalen of Northampton High School. Whether or not you are a 
winner intending to apply for the Classroom Innovator Prize of $250, we strongly encourage 
everyone to join the webinar or view it afterwards. 
  
As this situation becomes clearer and we have a better handle on its duration and impact, we 
intend to look at other creative ways to bring honor and recognition to the 2020 winning 
teachers in the coming months. Meanwhile, feel free to be in touch with your comments or 
suggestions. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
  
Susan Kline 
Director, Excellence in Teaching Awards and STARS 
Harold Grinspoon Charitable Foundation 
sue@hgf.org 
Cell: 413-575-5071 
www.hgf.org 
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