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Principal’s Notes 

As we finish another quarter and reflect on half of the 2018-19 school being complete, I want to remind all parents/guardians and 
students to check out our website regularly at gpsk12.org and click on the school tab, then hit Greenfield High School.  Not only can 
you find upcoming events for GHS on the district’s website, there is more detailed information on our individual school website as 
well. 

Some of the highlights from 2nd Quarter at GHS include: 

 A Veteran’s Day Assembly on Friday, November 9. 

 In recognition of students’ hard work first quarter and those who achieved Honor Roll, GHS held their quarterly Ice Cream 

Social to celebrate these students’ success.  Sweet treats were enjoyed by all and this event will continue with the second 

quarter Honor Roll Ice Cream Social on Monday, February 11 at 2:15 p.m. in the cafeteria. 

 The annual Turkey Trot was held on Wednesday, November 21 and we were lucky this year as the weather cooperated. 

Students all trotted or cheered on their fellow trotting classmates and had a tremendous amount of fun. 

 The Turkey Trot is always followed by a very exhilarating Pep Rally where each grade competed against one another in a 

battle of the lip syncs.  The energy and excitement were amazing! 

 If you missed out on the Turkey Day football game, you sure missed a nail biter!  The Green Wave held on for another 

tremendous win over Turners Falls!   

 French Club hosted their first Coffee House on November 29 and if you missed it, be sure to look out for the next date in the 

spring because there is some amazing talent here at GHS.  

 The music department shared their gift of song and spent December 20 and 21 caroling in town and welcomed the new GHS 

band teacher, Chris Moehringer, who hosted his first Winter Concert on Jan. 15 along with the band and chorus.   

While we love to highlight all of our accomplishments, we really want to let you know what events are coming up so you can 
participate and enjoy all the wonderful events happening at GHS.  So what’s up next: 

 A School Council meeting on Tuesday, February 12 at 5:15 p.m. in the main office conference room.  These meetings are open 

to anyone and we will be discussing and drafting the School Improvement Plan for 2019-2022. Please join us if you are 

interested. 

 The week of Feb. 25, GHS will be hosting a Distractology van in our parking lot. Distractology is sponsored by Arbella Insurance 

Company and “schools students on how to become a safer driver by learning to avoid and ignore distractions on the road.”  

Students who have a valid driver’s license will be able to sign up for a time slot and try out the driving simulator. 

 To celebrate Dr. Seuss week on Wednesday, February 27, the Student Council of GHS will host Read Across America in the 

high school library from 5-8 p.m.  This event is appropriate for grades Pre-k – 4th grade.  Dress in pajamas, listen to a book 

read by our Student Council members, and enjoy cookies and milk!  All youth should be accompanied by an adult. 

 March 1, the Student Council will host the annual Dress Drive from 1:30-5:00 p.m. in the foyer of GHS.   Formal wear for all 

students will be available free of charge.  This event is open to any student in Franklin County. 

 March 11 at 5:00 p.m. in the GHS Cafeteria, please join us for the annual Taste of World Cultures night.   We will share food, 

song, dance, and much more of many cultures of the world.  This is always a fun night and if you have never attended, you 

are in for a treat. So don’t miss it! 

 March 28 – Parent/Guardian Conference Night at GHS from 6-7:30 p.m.  Please contact guidance at 413-772-1350 x1129 to 

schedule appointments with your child’s teachers.  We look forward to parents/guardians taking advantage of this 

opportunity to connect with faculty and staff on this night. 

Sincerely, Karin Patenaude 
Principal 

Associate Principal Andrea Pasquini 

Happy New Year and welcome to Semester Two at GHS! I want to wish everyone a great start to the new semester, especially our 
seniors who will be focusing on their final semester as GHS students. Before we look ahead to spring just yet let's remember to stay 
healthy through these tough winter months.  Put away your cell phone or video games and try to get a good night's sleep every 
night, eat healthy as often as you can, get out and exercise when possible, wash your hands frequently, and avoid sharing items such 
as water bottles with others.  Good attendance improves learning and grades!  So focus on your physical and mental health this 
winter by enjoying some winter sunshine, try skiing or snowboarding, or just bundle up and take a walk outside.   

 

 



 

 

Associate Principal John Fedirko 

As an Associate Principal I want everyone (students and staff) to be successful here at GHS and in life.  That means different things to 
different people. I try to ask people about their dreams and goals and what they want to accomplish in life.  High School is where we 
spend our teen years trying to figure out who we are and how we fit in to this world. It’s a stepping stone or a path to the next phase 
in our lives.  Some of you will go to college or other schools, some will join the military, and some will begin working right away. No 
matter what your path, you have to be prepared and have some sort of plan to get to where you want to be in life.  Find your 
passion in life; it may take a while and you may change your mind and develop new passions but always keep moving forward and 
let the positive people in your life help shape who you are and who you want to become. 

Assistant Director of Pupil Services Marisa Masciadrelli 

Greenfield Special Education Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC) 

Please join us at the next SEPAC Meeting! 
Dates: Thursdays, February 14, March 14, April 11, May 9, June 13 and July 11  
Time: 6:15pm to 7:45pm 
Location: YMCA Social Room, Main Street, Greenfield 

SEPAC is a volunteer organization of parents or providers of children with disabilities. We meet to improve our children's education 
and long-term well-being. We welcome anyone interested in learning more about special education for Greenfield students. Please 
join us!  

New this year: Child Care 

Nurse Kelly Savitri 

The season of colds, flu, and stomach bugs is upon us! Please help keep our students healthy by following the wellness policies in the 
student handbook. If your child experiences fever, vomiting, or diarrhea, they should stay home until they have been free of 
symptoms for 24 hours. Remember, the best way to prevent illness from spreading to other families is to keep sick kids home until 
they are well.  

Late Bus 

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday there is a late bus that will take bus students home at 3:30 p.m.  The library will be open 

until 3:15 p.m. each day for students to use as quiet study space.  The bus will also allow students to stay for club meetings and get 

involved in extracurricular activities.  Students need to get a pass from the staff member they stay with in order to ride the bus 

home. 

Attendance 

Academic success is tied directly to student’s attendance.  Students are expected to be in school 94% of the time (as dictated by the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education).  Please encourage your student to come to school on time each day. 

New Staff Members 

This quarter GHS is pleased to welcome Chris Moehringer as the new Band Director and Cassie Damkoehler as the new special 

education teacher. 

GHS Dates to Remember 

February 18th -22nd: No School Winter Break    April 5th: Third Quarter Ends 
March 11th: Taste of World Cultures 5:00    April 8th & 9th: Grade 8 ELA MCAS 
March 26th & 27th: Grade 9 & 10 ELA MCAS     April 15th – 19th: Spring Break 
March 28th: Parent Conference Night 6 -7:30    April 29th & 30th: Grade 8 Math MCAS 
March 29th: Early Dismissal    

Class of 2019 

Spirit Week events were a blast this year and we had great participation from so many members of the class.  What a great way to 
show our school spirit and go out as seniors!  Great job everyone.  The prom date and location have been decided.  This year’s 
Senior Prom will be held at Terazza Restaurant at the Country Club of Greenfield on Saturday, May 18th.  All senior events are 
starting to come together.  Senior Class trip to High Meadows will take place on May 28th and Graduation will be Friday May, 31st in 
the GHS auditorium.  Please pay your class dues of $175 to Ms. Cloutier as soon as possible.  If you fundraised, email Ms. Cloutier to 
see how much you still owe.  You can also pay for events separately if you don’t plan on attending all events.  The cost will be $75 
each for Prom and Class Trip, and $25 for Graduation.  Scholarship money is available.  See Ms. Cloutier if you would like to attend 
but need help with finances.  

National Honor Society 

The NHS officers and members have been busy this year giving back to the community. In December, our members participated in 

Adopt-A-Family by volunteering for two days at Holy Family Church in South Deerfield.  We volunteered at the YMCA to do the 

heavy lifting for the 15 families adopted by them.  We also spent two days at the church helping to organize and see that all families 

received all presents and food donated to them.  This year GHS NHS alumni joined us on day two of our project and we look forward 

to making this a tradition that continues for our members after graduation!  We also raised money by selling fudge and this 

fundraiser allowed for NHS to adopt two families this year and make the holidays a little nicer for those in need. Lastly, we have 

begun work for our Relay for Life team. We are forming our team and getting ready for fundraising to donate to the Relay for Life 

event in Greenfield in June. 

 



 

 

8th Grade Academy 

If parents/guardians or students need help with PowerSchool login information, please contact Tami Silk in the GHS guidance office 
@ 413-772-1350 x1129 

The eighth grade TEAM would like to remind parents/guardians that you are more than welcome to contact us at any time. Our 
emails are listed below.  

Terri Dodge  Judy Bennett  Rebeca Zimmerman Inge Kuhlka  Courtney Hagar 
History   Science   English/History  Math   Special Ed 
thedod1@gpsk12.org judben1@gpsk12.org rebzim1@gpsk12.org ingkuh1@gpsk12.org couhag1@gpsk12.org  

Kara O’Brien  Beth Smith  Anna Hartmann   Dharam Khalsa  Brian Hydefrost 
Science   English   History (UMass)  Title 1   Math 
karobr1@gpsk12.org betsmi1@gpsk12.org annhar1@gpsk12.org dhakha1@gpsk12.org brihyd1@gpsk12.org 

Courtney Hagar   Andrew Bowersox  Francis Ortiz 
Special Education  Solar Stem Lab   ELL 
Couhag1@gpsk12.org andbow1@gpsk12.org    fraort1@gpsk12.org  

English Language Learners  

The ELL students have talked about how different cultures celebrate the holidays.  We found 
commonalities with food, drinks, and families.  We have discussed how they now celebrate in 
the United States and what they use to do in their home countries.  They also read and 
discussed current events regarding what’s in the news and learned how to access certain 
things in our community such as going to the library on their own, setting up doctor’s 
appointments, and learning about accessing employment applications.  They continue to build 
their vocabulary, comprehension and fluency skills. They have been learning about finding the 

main idea of a passage, identifying a topic sentence, independent and dependent clauses, and reviewing the parts of speech, 
especially nouns and pronouns.   The ELL students participated in the ACCESS testing January 8 -16th as all ELL students throughout 
the state have as well.  They all worked so hard and we should be very proud of them.   

Music Department Dates to Remember 

March 19- Music Department Telethon 6:00  April 1- MICCA Band Trip 1:00 

Library New 

Library Maker Club 
The GHS library and the Greenfield Public Library host the Library 
Maker Club meetings monthly in the GHS library on the first 
Wednesday of the month from 2:15-3:15 p.m. Each month there is 
pizza (courtesy of the Greenfield Public Library) and a maker activity. 
Upcoming… 

2/6 - Valentine Card-making 

4/3 - Poetry Slam 

5/1 - Board Games 
Book 2 Movie Club - Love, Simon on Friday, February 8th 

The Book 2 Movie Club offers the opportunity once a quarter to read 
and discuss a book and then watch the recently released movie based on the book. The current book we are reading is Simon vs. the 
Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli, a coming-of-age novel about a gay teen who struggles with coming out, being blackmailed 
by a schoolmate, and falling in love. We will discuss the book during lunch in the GHS library on Friday, February 8th. Students can 
see Ms. Pollock, if they would like to pre-order a lunch from the cafeteria for the discussion. The Greenfield Public Library will have 
copies for any family members that want to read along. We will also show the movie version, Love, Simon, in the GHS auditorium for 
free for the entire community on Friday, February 8th at 6:30 p.m. Doors will open a half hour early for popcorn and chatting. You 
do not need to read the book to come to the movie and friends and family are welcome.  

Volunteer Opportunity 

The GHS library welcomes family and community members to volunteer in the library. Duties can range from shelving books to 
creating displays to checking out materials. If you have a skill you are willing to share with the Maker Club or in the makerspace, we 
would love to have your expertise as well. Please email librarian, Jessica Pollock, at jespol1@gpsk12.org or call 413-772-1350x2004 if 
you are interested. 

Key Club 

Key Club accomplished a lot of great service work for our school and the surrounding communities this past fall and winter! We ran 
the Second Annual Turkey Trot at GHS with over 200 participants - it was so much fun! We also volunteered at the Festival of the 
Trees at Yankee Candle and donated a tree of our own design. Key Club volunteers helped out with the live and silent United Way 
Auctions, and babysat children during PTO meetings at the Academy of Early Learning. So many Key Clubbers rang bells for the 
Salvation Army at Stop & Shop and acted as Santa's elves at the Salvation Army Children's Dinner! We ended 2018 by having an in-
club food collection contest and created 20 baskets for local families in need. Bring on 2019 - we can't wait to serve our community! 

Visual Arts 

Caitlyn Moore, senior class, is representing Greenfield High School in the "2019 Annual Franklin County Teen Show". 
Her entry, "Vase", a coiled ceramic piece, will be on display at Artspace Community Arts Center, 15 Mill Street, 
Greenfield, from Monday, January 21st through Friday, February 15th, 2019. There will be an opening reception for 
this exhibition on Friday, January 25th, from 5:15 - 7:00 pm; the public is invited. Artspace is open Monday - 
Thursday from 12 noon - 6:00 pm, and Friday from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.  

Stay Connected - Follow the GHS Library Online: 
Website – ghs.gpsk12.libguides.com 
Blog - greenwavelibrary.tumblr.com 

Facebook Page – Green Wave Library at 
Greenfield High School 
Instagram – ghs.library 

Twitter - twitter.com/GreenWaveLib 
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Greenfield High School Yearbook  

ATTENTION SENIOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS, RECOGNITION ADS ARE ON SALE NOW! 
Yearbook recognition are a great way to celebrate student success and milestone and reflect on the person your student has become. 
Ads will appear in full color in the back section of the yearbook. Ads are available in 4 sizes; ⅛ Page $75.00, ¼ Page $100.00, ½ Page 
$150.00, Full Page $250.00. Layouts can be customized depending on the size with personal pictures and words of pride and support. 
To order an ad visit the website at www.jostensadservice.com or contact Yearbook Teacher Mrs. Charboneau at 
amycha1@gpsk12.org. Last day to order recognition ads is 5/16/2019. 

Greenfield High School Global Glimpse  

Congratulations to the Global Glimpse class of 2018-19!   It is very exciting to welcome the third class of Global Glimpse at 
GHS!  Sage Cronen-Townsend, Jasmine Martinez, Hailey Younger, Kacia Kinsmith, Katherine Fortin, Emily Clarke, Cameron Rice,  
Joe Monkiewicz, Izaak Vigil-Sagan, Nick French, Zachary Damon, and Joe Strahan are our Global Glimpsers 2019!  This summer the 
“Glimpsers” will be traveling to either the Dominican Republic, Panama, or Ecuador. We will be holding several fundraisers to help 
defer the cost of the trip, and we welcome donations.  Our first fundraiser was a Spaghetti Dinner held on January 31 at the 
Greenfield Moose Club.  It was a great turn out!  Thank you to our terrific Global Glimpse Ambassadors, Morgan Downham, Maddy 
Cady, Ben Hernandez, Dionn Casanova, Augie Seuffert, and Breyton Muiru, for helping with the new class of Global Glimpse!  They 
traveled with Mrs. Dodge to the Dominican Republic last summer and continue to share their life changing experiences with our 
community.  Inge Kuhlka and Angela Mass, GHS Global Glimpse Leaders 

Student Council 

The Student Council has had a very busy second quarter. Once again we hosted Spirit Week. Students enjoyed our dress-up days of 
Sports Day, Senior Dress-Up/Underclassmen PJs, Twin Day/Dynamic Duo and it culminated with Class Color Day. Unfortunately, we 
had a snow day on Flannel Friday. Grades 9-12 strutted their stuff in their class lip syncs: 4th place - Juniors, 3rd place - Seniors, 2nd 
place - Sophomores and 1st place - Freshmen. In December, we rang the bells for Salvation Army at the Stop and Shop location and 
put on a staff appreciation breakfast.  

In addition to our local involvement, we are also keeping busy on the regional and state level. On Jan 5th we hosted a regional 
retreat serving about 200 students from all over Western Mass. The following week we traveled to Oxford High School with two 
teams and several fans in the stands for the 7th Annual Special Olympics Bocce Tournament. Look for our spring trivia date if you are 
interested in having a fun night out and helping to send students to leadership conference. 

Dress drive: The annual dress drive will take place in the GHS lobby on Saturday, March 2 from 11-1. All dresses, suits and 
accessories are free to any student GHS or surrounding communities). If you have items you would like to donate you can bring 
them the main office during school hours or contact Angela Mass at angmas1@gpsk12.org 

Green Wave Athletics 

Fall sports ended with a bang! Field Hockey won Western Mass with a win over Frontier for their 3rd consecutive title. They then 
won the state semifinal over Oakmont to send them to the state finals vs Dennis/Yarmouth. They unfortunately lost 3-2 in a very 
hard fought game. Congrats! The football team won on Thanksgiving 40-38 in the bitter cold. This amazing game was highlighted by 
the rushing performance by RJ Byrd who went over the 2000 yard mark in this game! Congrats football! 

Now we are on to the winter season and boy is it on a roll! Girls; basketball is having a great season and looking forward to the 
upcoming season as well as boys’ basketball, who is also off to a good start. Ice hockey has started and has 30 kids in the program. 
We are playing a JV and Varsity schedule. Most home games are Saturday nights. Boys and Girls track is the largest it's ever been. 
They have meets on Friday nights at Smith College. 

For all up to date sports schedules go to MIAA.NET 
GO WAVE! 

French Club 

GHS Club Français is having another great year, with 
20+ active members and interesting plans each 
month.  In November we hosted Coffeehouse, which 
saw an eclectic mix of solo vocal acts, duets, a 
chamber trio, piano solos, a rock band, and a jazz 
dance number.  We also had an in-school treasure 
hunt, with clues posted around the building for 
teams to find, a treat bag for finding all the clues, 
and hot chocolate for everyone at the end.  In December, 16 members gathered for an event billed as THE MASSIVE GOUTER (goûter 
means "to taste") where we tasted croissants, éclairs, chocolate and cheese fondue, and baguettes with assorted toppings, and 
listened to French music.  The carb count was off the charts, but we definitely enjoy eating and socializing.  In January, we went 
skating at the ice rink.  We are planning a museum trip for second semester.   

Greenfield Public Schools Film Festival and Arts Night 
GPS FF9 & Arts Night is a district-wide celebration of the creative accomplishments of our students.  As we enter the new year, 
planning this year's GPS Film Festival & Arts Night is well under way.  The co-directors are working hard to enlist judges, collect raffle 
prizes, and support our students in making their films.  We can use your help in encouraging your young people to participate by 
submitting their films.  If you have questions or need technical assistance in making films, please reach out to either Andrew 
Lippman (andlip1@gpsk12.org - 4 Corners) or Brendan Leowolf (breleo1@gpsk12.org - GHS).  Submissions are due 4/5/2019.  The 
event takes place at GHS on 5/10 at 6PM.  See you there! 
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