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NEWSLETTER 

 
Principal’s Notes 

Spring has sprung and the third quarter of the 2018-19 school year has ended!  Many exciting events occurred at Greenfield High School in the last 
ten weeks.  Some of the highlights, include: 

1. GHS staff and students hosted a blood drive in collaboration with the American Red Cross on Friday, February 1, 2019. 
2. The week of February 25, GHS students with a driver’s permit or license participated in the Distractology bus and learn firsthand about 

the dangers of distracted driving. 
3. The foreign language department hosted its 23rd Taste of World Cultures night with so many talented dancers and singers and don’t 

forget the beautiful fashion show display.  Students, staff, parents, and the community all came together to break bread and enjoy this 
wonderful event.  This year sadly marked the last for our beloved French teacher, Madame Grogan. 

4. Thursday, March 21, staff and students participated in Rock Your Socks day in support of World Down Syndrome day. 
5. Maryn Hyer, an 8th grade student, was chosen as this year’s Project 351 Ambassador at GHS and held a clothing drive to support the 

Cradles to Crayons charity. 
6. The 2nd Coffee House of the year took place on Wednesday, March 27 and once again the talented members of the GHS community 

rocked the house. 
7. A Spring Pep Rally took place filled with Bleacher Wars and Olympic Games.  The rally also included the entire student body receiving a 

special gift from Student Council that included an individual personal note to each student about how important a piece of the GHS 
community each and every member of our student body is. 

All students in grades 8-11 enrolled in classes for the 2019-20 school year with their guidance counselors.  Seniors have their sights on finalizing 
future plans, gearing up for senior activities, such as Prom, the class trip, and graduation, and are counting down the days! 

In looking ahead to fourth quarter, there are many exciting events on the horizon, such as: 

1. Thursday, April 25, the music department hosts a bus trip to Broadway for a showing of Phantom of the Opera. 
2. Friday, April 26, a free movie night where the GHS Library Book to Movie Club will be showing “Hate You Give” in the auditorium at 6:30 

p.m. for free.  Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 
3. Thursday, May 2, the Spring Music Concert will be held in the GHS Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. 
4. Friday, May 3, the Student Council will host a Spring Fling Dance in the cafeteria from 7-10 p.m. 
5. Friday, May 10, the GHS Film Festival for grades K-12 will be held in the GHS Auditorium from 6-9 p.m. 

We hope you can join us for some of these events and share in all of these activities that truly bring the GHS community together! 

Karin Patenaude, Principal 

Associate Principal Andrea Pasquini 

Happy Spring GHS!  The snow is melting, the days are getting longer, and the temperatures are (hopefully!) rising. Put down that cell phone or 
video game controller, turn off the TV and get out and get active!  Maybe you're trying out a new spring sport, taking a hike or a bike ride, no 
matter the activity, just get yourself outside and enjoy that spring sunshine!  Just don’t forget to do your homework and study when you get back. 
Good luck with all of our spring MCAS tests and before you know it, it will be time to study for final exams.  Enjoy the weather and have a great 
fourth term GHS! 

Associate Principal John Fedirko 

It was nice to finally see the snow melt and spring sports beginning with practices being held outside.  It’s time to dust off the fishing poles and 
camping equipment, bicycles and hiking shoes.  Check out our extra-curricular clubs or take up a hobby that will let you enjoy the outdoors.   If you 
have a bit of space at home, think about planting a garden and enjoying your very own home grown vegetables!   

Assistant Director of Pupil Services Marisa Masciadrelli 

GHS staff and students recognized National Down Syndrome Awareness Day on March 21st by wearing their wackiest mismatched socks! We also 
did a great job of Lighting It Up Blue on April 2 to recognize Autism Awareness! 

Greenfield Special Education Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC) 

Please join us at the next SEPAC Meeting! 
Dates: Thursdays, May 9, June 13 and July 11  
Time: 6:15pm to 7:45pm 
Location: YMCA Social Room, Main Street, Greenfield 

SEPAC is a volunteer organization of parents or providers of children with disabilities. We meet to improve our children's education and long-term 
well-being. We welcome anyone interested in learning more about special education for Greenfield students. Please join us!  

New this year: Child Care 

Title 1 District Report Card 

Visit the Greenfield Public Schools, Greenfield High School webpage (GPSK12.org/greenfield-high-school) to find the link to view the Title 1 District 
Report card or go to reportcards.doe.mass.edu. 

 

 

 

 



 
Late Bus 

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday there is a late bus that will take bus students home at 3:30 p.m.  The library will be open until 3:15 p.m. 

each day for students to use as quiet study space.  The bus will also allow students to stay for club meetings and get involved in extracurricular 

activities.  Students need to get a pass from the staff member they stay with in order to ride the bus home. 

Attendance 

Academic success is tied directly to student’s attendance.  Students are expected to be in school 94% of the time (as dictated by the Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education).  Please encourage your student to come to school on time each day. 

New Staff Members 

This quarter, GHS is pleased to welcome Susanne Hale, Instructional Assistant in the RISE II program and Marika Weissman, Instructional Assistant 

in the Essential Skills program. 

GHS Dates to Remember 

April 26th-Book to Movie Club      May 24th- Senior’s last day 
April 29th & 30th:-Grade 8 Math MCAS      May 27th- No School/ Memorial Day 
May 2nd-Spring Concert 7:00       May 29th- Senior Awards Night 
May 10th- Film Festival       May 31st- 2019 Graduation 
May 21st- May 22nd- Grade 9/10 Math MCAS      June 4th- June 5th- HS Science MCAS 
May 21st- May 22nd- Grade 8 STE MCAS      June13, 14 & 17th- Early Release Final Exams 
May 24th- Early Release       June 17th- Last Day 

Class of 2019 

All senior events are starting to come together.  Please pay your class dues of $175 to Mrs. Cloutier.  You can also pay for events separately if you 

don’t plan on attending all events.  The cost is $75 each for Prom and Class trip and $25 Graduation.  Scholarship money is available.  See Mrs. Cloutier 

if you would like to attend but need help with finances.  Prom Committee has been meeting and all are invited to participate.  Listen for 

announcements and come join the fun.  We had a blast competing in our last Bleacher Wars and enjoyed a great morning of school spirit!  

Important dates:  Prom- May 18th 5:30pm Greenfield Country Club; Senior Trip – May 28th High Meadows, CT; Class Night – May 29th 6:30pm GHS 

Auditorium; Graduation- May 31st 6:30pm GHS Auditorium. 

National Honor Society 

National Honor Society: The NHS officers and members have been busy this year in NHS. We continue to offer childcare for PTO meetings at Federal 

Street School and other school events.  We have been talking about the 4 Pillars of the National Honor Society at our meetings and what it means to 

exhibit good Leadership, Character, Scholarship and Service.  We have begun work for our Relay for Life team.  Our captains, Marisa Sullivan and 

Hailey Younger, will start to attend organizational meetings and update our group.  We are selling Yankee Candles to raise money for our team and 

soon will be selling luminaries to put up at the event.  See a member today to buy a candle! 

Organization, School and the Teenage Brain 
A Message from our School Adjustment Counselors, Stacy Page and Deborah Potee 

First the good news-- teenagers’ brains are still developing and they are ripe for learning new things.   

o Brain synapses are rapidly growing and connecting with brain cells (neurons) allowing teens to be fast and strong learners.  Teenagers 
have greater capacity to learn a new language, play a musical instrument, or juggle a growing social circle than adults.  Teens should be 
encouraged to learn and join classes, clubs or programs. 

Now the bad news-- teenagers’ brains are still developing and they don’t have all the skills they need to make effective decisions. Teens are wired to 
seek pleasure but not think about the consequences.  It can be scary to hear about the risks teens take or frustrating and discouraging when we see 
their difficulty organizing time and tasks. 

o The brain develops back to front. The limbic area is the source of pleasure seeking, risk, reward, impulsivity, sexual behavior and emotion 
and is fully active by the teen years.  The frontal lobe, which regulates all decision making, judgment, impulse control, organizing, 
planning and empathy, is not.   

Not all teens develop the capacities for executive functioning - the frontal lobe skills - at the same time.  It is important to identify which skills your 
student needs to work on first to increase success. They may be very good at writing their assignments down but challenged by time management. 
They may be very good at getting their work done but their materials are disorganized.  You can help them in a variety of ways. 

 Log on to Powerschool with your student; focus on the positive 

 Ask them to make a plan to get everything done; let them lead this discussion but help them see areas where their plan may not work and 
provide some options 

 Assist them to come up with a system to keep their materials organized 

 Help them find ways their devices may help them with due dates and timelines 

 Check in with them frequently, especially at first, to make sure they are following through with their plan. It takes time to develop a new 
organization “habit” 

 Use encouraging  and supportive words and feedback 

Stay in touch with your student’s teachers through email. They want to hear from you! 

English Language Learners  

This semester several ELL students participated in the Taste of world cultures.    They helped to set up the cafeteria as well as walked in the fashion 
show.   We continue to learn about school culture, American culture and have tried out for spring sports.  The students continue to remind their 
classmates about the school/class expectations at GHS. They are also looking forward to bleacher wars and April vacation.    
Academics: They continue to build their vocabulary, comprehension and fluency skills. The ELL’s should be continue with 10 minutes of reading 
each night and can continue to study the word bank of 1200 high-frequency writing words.  

Music Department Dates to Remember 

 April 25th - Phantom of the Opera Field Trip   May 16th - Music Parents Meeting 
 May 2nd - Spring Scholarship Concert    May 17th - Great East Music Festival 

 

 



 
Library News 

Books in Spanish - a new collection! Libros en Español - una colección nueva! 

The GHS library recently received full funding for a Donor’s Choose project to build a collection of books in Spanish to support English language 
learning students. Reading in one’s primary language boosts their literacy skills for that language as well as English. Studies show that bilingual 
education can be hugely beneficial for English language learners, and Massachusetts recently passed a bilingual education bill supporting the use of 
educational materials in students’ primary languages.  

This Spanish language collection enables students to access texts that are being taught in English classes as well as popular teen fiction and books 
on a wide range of nonfiction topics. The new books have attracted much attention and is already greatly appreciated by the students it serves. 
Students who have felt the library didn’t have anything for them are delighted to now find a wide array of titles that they want and are able to 
read.  

Teachers have also embraced the new collection. Several teachers have sent students with limited English to the library to pick out Spanish choice 
reading books and have reported a remarkable increase in engagement. One teacher saw a student was not participating at all during choice 
reading time. He came to the library and selected an adult fiction book by a renowned Spanish writer. The student loved the book so much and 
became so engrossed in it that he refused to turn it in to the teacher at the end of choice reading time. Another teacher took a photo of two of her 
students reading the same teen fiction book, one in English and one in Spanish. It is truly wonderful that they both can now access the same 
literature and then discuss it together. Books offer a wonderful opportunity for connection and fostering community. In a time of divisiveness in 
our country, particularly around cultural difference, making our school more welcoming and building relationships is a top priority. 

Library Maker Club 

The GHS library and the Greenfield Public Library host the Library Maker Club meets monthly in the GHS library on the first Wednesday of the 
month from 2:15-3:15 p.m. Each month there is pizza (courtesy of the Greenfield Public Library) and a maker activity. Upcoming… 

5/1 - Board Games 

6//5 - Evaluation & Planning for Next Year 

Book 2 Movie Club - The Hate U Give, April 26th 

The Book 2 Movie Club offers the opportunity once a quarter to read and discuss a book and then watch the recently released movie based on the 
book. The current book we are reading is The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas, about a teen girl who witnesses her friend’s death by a police officer 
and the effects that has on her life, her community, and the wider society. We will discuss the book during lunch in the GHS library on Friday, April 
26th. Students can see the librarian, Ms. Pollock, if they would like to pre-order a lunch from the cafeteria for the discussion. The Greenfield Public 
Library will have copies for any family members that want to read along. We will also show the movie version of The Hate U Give in the GHS 
auditorium for free for the entire community on Friday, April 26th at 6:30 p.m. Doors will open a half hour early for popcorn and chatting. You do 
not need to read the book to come to the movie and friends and family are welcome. 

 

 

 

                                                   2019 Galileo Trial with Advanced European History 

 

 

 

Key Club 

2019 has been productive for the GHS Key Club. In February we conducted our first in-house Red Cross Blood drive, partnering with the GHS Life 
Program. It was a great experience for all. We regularly help with childcare at the Academy of Early Learning on parent/guardian nights and just 
pitched in at an AEL craft night which was fun for big and little students! Prior to February break, we successfully collected over 20 food baskets for 
families. Most recently we volunteered at Stone Soup Cafe, a pay what you can afford restaurant quality meal with a great community vibe. We are 
excited to partner with the United Way of Franklin County and had our first meeting with the Executive Director! Coming soon will be Reading 
Program for preschoolers. Looking forward to all that spring will bring! 

Yearbook 

ATTENTION ALL SENIOR PARENTS! 
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY.  PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 

Create a custom yearbook recognition ad for your student. Yearbook ads are a great way to celebrate student success and milestone and reflect 
on the person your student has become. Show your pride and support your school at the same time. All money raised from these ads helps lower 
the cost of the yearbook. Available layouts depend on ad size, all ads are full color and can include your choice of personal pictures of your student. 
Pricing is as follows: 1/8 Page $75.00, 1/4 Page $100.00, 1/2 Page $150.00, Full Page $250.00. Visit Jostensadservice.com to create an ad or contact 
the GHS Yearbook Class at GHSYearbook413@gmail.com and we will customize an ad for you. Last day to order an ad is 5/16/19. Any questions 
please contact Amy Charboneau, Business Teacher at amycha1@gpsk12.org.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Student Council 

March 6-8, 15 members of the student council traveled to the state conference in Hyannis. While there, they participated in the Polar Plunge for 
Special Olympics, having raised $400, heard two keynote speakers, presented a workshop and enjoyed a banquet dinner. The council was able to 
celebrate Haley Campbell as the Unsung Hero from Western Mass, Angela Mass for earning a bronze award for at least fifteen years as an advisor 
(18 to be exact), the Top Ten Award for the Town Council Shadowing Project and was once again recognized as a gold council of excellence.  

On Friday, April 12, we wish Willow Scappace the best of luck as she runs for the position of Vice President of the Western Mass student council. She, 
along with 17 of her peers will be attending the annual spring conference at Turners Falls High School.  

In other news, we had a blast planning and enjoying our spring pep rally. This included bleacher wars, class Olympics and collecting travel sized items 
(shampoo, soap, toothbrushes and new socks), preparing for Class Officer Elections and E-board elections. In June, we will help make and put the 
luminarias up at the Relay for Life. We meet every other Sunday night from 6-7. New members are always welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Green Wave Athletics 

What a great winter season! We had 3 teams win league championships! Girls’ basketball, girls’ indoor track and boys’ basketball all won a league 
championship. Congratulations to all! The girls’ basketball team went on to the Western Mass final and while they lost to Hoosac Valley, the eventual 
state champion, we are so proud of their accomplishments this season! 

Spring sports have started! There are over 200 student athletes grades 7-12 that are on teams this season! Check out the spring schedules on 
miaa.net. Hope to see you at a game this spring!!  GO WAVE!! 

Spanish Club  

This quarter the Spanish Club took a trip to Deerfield Academy to see an exhibit of photomosaic murals called “Cuba in Transition.”  We followed 
with a meal at Mesa Verde where we discussed the art.  A fun time was had by all.  We also participated in the 23rd annual Taste of World Cultures.   
The Spanish students sang, danced, participated in the international fashion show and ate lots of interesting food from around the world!   This event 
was well attended by staff, students and families!  Thanks to all who participated! 

French Club 

GHS Club Français and French classes had an active March.  French classes were busy doing speaking tests, making videos of a performed Jacques 
Prévert poem, and recording spoken presentations about cherished objects.  All World Language classes were preparing food and performances for 
the 23rd annual Taste of World Cultures held on March 11th.  The event was very well-attended, with delicious foods from all over the world, songs 
in French and Spanish, Irish step dancing by Celtic Heels, a salsa workshop and performance led by Nector Garcia, and, back for the second year in a 
row, Ace Legion Breakdance crew led by Franky "Surestep" Cruz!  On March 27th, the Club's spring Coffeehouse was an eclectic show, with everything 
on the setlist from a hip-hop dance, to "Ave Maria" sung a capella, to original vocals/guitar, to piano solos, and a blueberry-pie bake-off! The finale 
showcased "Jackson and the Fives" covering the J-5 hit "I Want You Back." 

Madame Grogan is currently on family medical leave.  She is available via email at tamgro1@gpsk12.org if French students' families need to get in 
touch.  Her classes are excited to welcome Madame Anna Hartmann, who will be teaching French for the rest of the year. 

         

ART DEPARTMENT 

Ms. DeAtley's Painting class 

Students in Ms. DeAtley's Painting class are creating portraits of orphaned baby animals from the Sheldrick Wildlife 
Trust, which is an organization in Nairobi dedicated to the rehabilitation and care of orphaned elephants, rhinos, and 
giraffes. Each student chose a baby to paint, and will be learning about the circumstances that brought them to 
Sheldrick. Pictured to the left is "Maxwell" an orphaned rhino painted by Destiny Knapp. 

        

Mr. Koonce’s MSLA Bookmark Project 

After reviewing the many submissions by GHS students for the Massachusetts 
School Library Association’s statewide bookmark contest, congratulations are in 
order for Shane Subeldia being the winning entry, and Madeline O’Neill for being 
the runner-up. This year’s theme is “School Libraries Are For Everyone,” and 
Shane’s entry will now head to the final state selection process, where there will 
be awarded one 1st Place award, and two Honorable Mention awards, for the 
Division IV category, which are grades 7th- 12th.  

Green Wave Physical Education  

Taken from “7 Ways Yoga Helps Children and Teens” by Marylynn Wei M.D. J.D. 

1. Improve fitness and physical health. 
2. Reduce stress and anxiety.  
3. Improve optimism. 
4. Improve focus and school performance. 
5. Improve self-esteem and body image. 
6. Encourage creativity. 
7. Develop discipline and self-regulation. 
Yoga and mindfulness provide teens with skills to navigate challenges and build a core foundation that benefits both the mind and body well beyond 
teenage years. 

Greenfield Public Schools Film Festival and Arts Night 

The Greenfield Public Schools Film Festival and Arts Night are right around the corner.   From 6 - 9 PM on May 10th, 2019 GHS will transform into a 
dynamic multimedia arts space, showcasing the creative accomplishments of our students.  The event will feature the 9th Annual Film Festival, as 
well as an exhibition of visual arts, woodworking and design projects, live music, and refreshments made by our culinary classes.  It is free and open 
to the public.  Film Submissions were accepted until April 5, 2019 by Andrew Lippman at Four Corners Discovery School, or Brendan Leowolf at 
Greenfield High School.  You can email the directors with any questions at andlip1@gpsk12.org and breleo1@gpsk12.org.  Check out gpsk12.org for 
more details. 

 

 

mailto:andlip1@gpsk12.org
mailto:breleo1@gpsk12.org
http://gpsk12.org/

