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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

BY MS. PATENAUDE

8th graders recently chose their course 
selections for their 9th grade year 2019-
20. It is hard to believe we are at that 
point of the year and they will be high 
school students soon. 
The third quarter allowed 8th graders to 
experience their first ever “Bleacher Wars” 
and Spring Pep Rally! While they didn’t 
win the war, their participation level was 
to be commended! A spirited bunch of 
students found themselves involved and 
engaged this exciting event.
Additionally, Ilana Gerjuoy from the Safe 
Schools Safe Streets coalition visited the 
8th graders during their period 5 electives 
to educate them about the dangers of 
vaping and vape products. It is never too 
early to teach our youth how to make 
healthy informed decisions. 
As we begin fourth quarter, I want to 
remind the 8th grade students to do their 
best academically and stay active and 
involved in school through clubs, sports, or 
Green Room. 
Thank you,
Ms. Patenaude



Marine Pollution Kills
By: Nicholas Pierce Gordon

Envision this, you’re swimming in a crowded pool having tons of fun. Suddenly, pounds of trash and 
garbage entangles you. You can’t move and trash is even getting in your mouth. Most likely, you wouldn’t 
enjoy this, right? Well, this is how marine life has to live everyday of their life. In recent years, life in our 
oceans have suffered due to the trash we throw into their homes so carelessly.

Wildlife is negatively affected by marine pollution year-round. Wildlife such as fish, marine mammals, 
and seabirds are injured and killed regularly. Commonly occurring deaths of these wildlife are caused 
from ingestion of plastic, entanglement, suffocation, drowning, and more caused by marine pollution. 
Kate Good from One Green Planet explained that 52 percent of the worlds wildlife have disappeared in 
the last 40 years. Overall, marine pollution is causing the death of wildlife all over the world. More and 
more animals will die if we don’t take care of our oceans.

Wildlife aren’t the only living beings who are in danger from marine pollution. We are too! The ocean 
provides 1/6 of the food we eat, 70% of the oxygen we breathe, and contains 97% of the Earth’s water 
supply. The Ocean is essential for life on Earth and we are killing it. Ocean Conservancy Inc. estimates 
that humans put 8 million tons of plastic into the oceans each year, and there is currently 150 million 
tons of plastic in these oceans right now. Life on Planet Earth began in the ocean and this is how we treat 
it? We wouldn’t be alive without the ocean! If we let our oceans die, so will we.

What can you actually do to help? Actually, there are plenty of ways to contribute! The most direct way 
you can help the cause is by reducing the amount of plastic you use. Instead of using single-use items 
such as plastic bags or straws, use reusable alternatives like reusable grocery bags, and non-plastic water 
bottles. Another way to help is by cleaning up your local oceans, lakes, rivers, and coastlines. You can do 
this alone or with a local cleanup group. If you’re looking for a local cleanup, try the annual Green River 
Cleanup!

In conclusion, Marine pollution has gone rampant in the last several decades. The pollution causes 
death, endangerment, and even extinction for many species. By polluting our oceans we’re even 
endangering ourselves. Our oceans might be in critical condition, but it’s not too late; we can still save it. 
If we act now, we might be able to stop this tragic path we’re heading down. 

Works Cited:
“7 Ways To Reduce Ocean Plastic Pollution Today.” 7 Ways To Reduce Ocean Plastic Pollution Today, www.oceanicsociety.org/blog/1720/7-ways-to-reduce-
ocean-plastic-pollution-today.
“Blog.” How Ocean Pollution Affects Humans - Planet Aid, Inc., www.planetaid.org/blog/how-ocean-pollution-affects-humans.
Taylor-Smith, Kerry. “How Plastic Pollution Is Affecting the Ocean Wildlife.” AZoCleantech.com, 12 June 2018, 
www.azocleantech.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=729.
Good, Kate. “700 Marine Species Might Go Extinct Because of Plastic Pollution. Here Are 5 Ways You Can Help!” One Green Planet, One Green Planet, 13 June 
2018, www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/marine-species-extinction-and-plastic-pollution/.
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Should Your Hair Matter?
By Emerald Camero- Rivera

I surveyed 8th graders at GHS about whether 
or not how you wear your hair should matter. 
52.8% of those surveyed said, yes, it does 
matter. 47.2% said that it does not matter. It 
was very close, but people in 8th grade think it 
does matters.
Some people said that it does not matter, 
“because who cares about your hair?” Another 
said, “I don't want to look stupid.” There were 
also responses from, “it’s just school” to “your 
hair expresses your personality.” 
So, why should your hair matter? The way your 
hair looks does say something about your 
personality and your hygiene. If you just keep 
your hair messy and don’t brush it or take care 
of it, does that say something to others? What 
does it say? Another good response was, “it’s 
not for other people, but for yourself that you 
want to look good.” In high school people can 
be very judgmental, but this is more about how 
you feel about yourself.

So, why shouldn’t how your hair looks 
matter? Well, there is “no one to impress” and 
“other people's opinions about appearance don't 
matter to me. I'm not here to look cute. I'm here 
to learn and I don't understand why so many 
people care.” This is school you are here to 
learn so it really doesn’t matter. Your hair is a 
very big part of your appearance and it can 
show a lot about you, but, if you don’t care, then 
why should anyone else?



There are a lot of things to do in Greenfield if you just know where 
to go. There are good places to eat and congregate with others 
and activities that are fun too. We are going to suggest some 
activities and restaurants. We tried to keep our suggestions to places 
that are both easy to reach and inexpensive.
We surveyed most 8th grade students, 73 people in total. Dunkin 
Donuts was the most popular food establishment among those 
surveyed. Dunkin Donuts is a great place to eat. There are two in 
Greenfield. They are located on 259 Federal Street and 60 Mohawk 
Trail. They serve all different types of food and drinks for all three 
meals of the day. The one on Federal Street is right by GHS, easy to 
access and a good place to meet other students. The second rated 
food establishment was Kobe, the Hibachi grill located at 254 
Mohawk Trail. Kobe is a great restaurant with many good 
dishes. They do not have lunch or breakfast, but they have amazing 
dinners. It is also entertaining, as they cook the food right at the 
tables.
Now here are the top activities to do outside in Greenfield. 
The top answer was going for a walk. Other activities that were 
recommended in the survey were basketball on the GHS courts, and 
soccer at the GHS field.

Things To Do In Greenfield
By Jayson Smith and Alex Sinigur
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I recently saw a movie called Hush 
by Mike Flanagan. The movie Hush 
is all about “A deaf writer who 
retreated into the woods to live a 
solitary life must fight for her life in 
silence when a masked killer 
appears in her window.” 
I think it’s an amazing movie 
because it’s really interesting how 
this writer is deaf and she fights off 
a murderer and survives even while 
being injured. In my opinion, you 
should definitely check out this 
movie on Netflix or Youtube. I think 
people will really like it and not 
think of it as a waste of time, I also 
think they will like it because it’s 
entertaining and shows how the 
writer was forced to protect herself 
in a crazy situation. The movie is 
supposed to be a scary movie but I 
don’t think it is. 88% liked this 
movie and 92% on Rotten Tomatoes.

Movie Review! 
By Eliza Cruz

If you like to read, this is the place to 
be! One book I think everyone 
should check out is The Blood of 
Olympus. The book The Blood of 
Olympus is about seven demigods 
who are going on an adventure 
trying to kill some monsters and 
trying to kill Gaea (an Earth mother) 
who is trying to destroy the 
earth. Some other books I highly 
recommend are To Kill a 
Mockingbird, The Fault in Our Stars, 
The Hunger Games, Twilight and 
The Nerd is a Bad Girl. 
If you like to read but don’t want to 
carry a book around, you can 
download an app called Wattpad. 
Wattpad is free and you can read 
any type of book you want. You can 
also write your own book and 
you can still read without internet. 
You just have to have the books in 
your library Wattpad. 

ALL ABOUT BOOKS 
By Eliza Cruz
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GHS School Events 
By Alyse Tower

Have you ever wondered what is going on at GHS? Well here 
you go….. GHS is an engaging high school with many after 
school clubs that offer a wide range of activities and classes for 
students at every academic level. 
In addition, there are many different types of sports too, like 
cheerleading, tennis, football, track, golf, volleyball, and much 
more.
In this article we provide the community of GHS with a wide 
range of scheduled events that students enjoy being a part of. 
In addition to the fun activities and clubs, it is important to 
know important academic dates like MCAS, Community 
Service and Exams. 
April 
4/4 - 4/6 Spring musical
4/5 3rd quarter ends 
4/8 and 4/9 ELA 8th grade MCAS 
4/15 - 4/19 Spring break
4/25 Music Department trip to Broadway 
4/26 Book to movie club “The Hate U Give” 
4/29 and 4/30 Math 8th grade MCAS
4/29 Honor roll ice cream social
May:
5/2 Spring concert 
5/3 Great East music competition
5/3 Spring Dance 
5/10 Film Festival 
5/24 Community service day 
5/24 ½ day
5/27 No school 
June:
6/6 Underclass awards assembly 
6/14 Final Exams 
6/17 Final Exams 
6/18 Final Exam 
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James Naismith 
By Malik Maysonnet

In the winter of 1891, when a 30-year-old 
physical education instructor from the 
International YMCA Training School in 
Springfield, Massachusetts invented an 
indoor game that could be played between 
football and baseball seasons, basketball –
originally two words – was born. James 
Naismith wrote and developed the game’s 
original thirteen rules and, through the 
YMCA network, quickly spread the news 
throughout the country. 

As basketball’s popularity grew, Naismith 
did not try to gain any fame from his 
invention.  He was an educator before 
anything else,.  He taught at both the 
YMCA Training School and the University 
of Kansas. He enjoyed sports, but was not 
in it for the competition. Although he never 
had the chance to see basketball become as 
successful it is today, his biggest joy was  
when he was sponsored by the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches to see 
basketball become an Olympic sport at the 
1936 Games held in Berlin, Germany. 
Today, basketball has grown into one of the 
most popular sports in the world. 
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TEACHERS

BY JOEY WHITE AND JASON CONLEY

When asked what she likes to 
do outside of school, 
Ms.DeAtley said that she likes 
horseback riding, playing with 
her pets, and hanging out with 
her family. Ms.DeAtley’s
favorite thing about GHS is the 
students. She would teach 
English if she never taught Art. 
Her favorite sport is horseback 
riding. Her favorite part of 
teaching is coming up with fun 
new projects for her 
students. We asked her what 
types of social media she uses 
and she said that she uses 
Facebook. 

Ms.Hartmann’s favorite thing about teaching is 
coming up with fun, creative ideas for her 
students. Ms Hartmann used to use social media, 
but now she does not use it much anymore. Ms
Hartmann’s favorite thing to do outside of school 
is to play the guitar, trombone and she also likes 
to sing. She also likes spending time with friends, 
family and cats. Ms.Hartmann has played sports 
like basketball, softball and marching band 
throughout college. Ms.Hartmann’s favorite sport 
is “marching band.” “It was a lot of fun,” said 
Ms.Hartmann. She also likes to bake. 
Ms.Hartmann’s favorite thing about GHS is the 
wide variety of students and she loves to getting 
to know them better. Ms.Hartmann’s favorite 
thing to teach besides History would be French. If 
Ms.Hartmann could teach anywhere besides 
Greenfield, she would teach anywhere in 
Massachusetts because she likes Massachusetts.
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How To Be Cool in School 
By Ethan Bross and Cassie Cloutier

Colors seem to make or break an outfit. You could have the most trendy top or 
pants but if your colors aren’t matching, your outfit lacks. Spring is upon us, so 
we really need to think about the colors that we choose for this new season. A 
new season in the air, a new season on our clothes. Pastels are very springy 
and they give a new pop to normally basic clothes. With all the blossoming 
trees and plants, our clothes should look like they are blossoming too. When 
planning an outfit, making your tops colorful is a safer move than having your 
bottoms as your splash of color. But, having colorful bottoms, if done right, can 
be an outstanding way to express your fashion expertise. 

How many times have you wanted to look cool, but you just didn’t? Well, 
we're here to educate you! Most of people just stick to the norm, but if you 
really want to stand out from the crowd, you’ve got to be loud! Shopping can be 
hard if you don’t know exactly what your getting. Ask employees in the stores 
if the jeans fit, if the glasses look good. 
When thrifting, you really have to dig through a lot clothes to get to the 
gems. Many people get discouraged easily, but you really have buckle down 
and get through that rack of clothes. Make sure to not let those judgy people 
get to you, they are just jealous of your ootd (outfit of the day). Thrift stores and 
second hand clothing stores have some very unique pieces that no one else in 
the world could have. Plus, it's also very eco-friendly. 

Tops and pants are equally important. Tops give special spiciness, pants just 
kind of pull your outfit together. Getting a nice top from a cool store, even 
thrifted, makes your whole look look like you know what you’re doing, even if 
you don’t. 
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Spring Track
By Jonah Schofield

Spring track is springing into action! Many students are looking forward to this season, 
especially after the harsh cold from winter track. With the warming, I had the chance to 
interview Tyssen LaBombard, a senior runner who does distance. I was also able to 
interview Stuart Elliott, the coach of the boy’s spring team.

When interviewing Tyssen, I asked him several questions involving subjects like running 
and the sport in general. Here is what Tyssen had to say:
Q: Why do you like running?
A: I like the team and the competitive nature.

Q: What is your favorite event?
A: The mile.

Q: What is your fastest mile time?
A: 5:01

Q: Do you see yourself improving on your mile time during this season?
A: Not in high school, but in college.

Tyssen LaBombard is one of the fastest runners on the team and could definitely have a 
college running career. 

I also was able to ask some questions of Stuart Elliott, the boy’s team coach. He has been 
coaching for quite some time and is quite good at it at this point. 
Q: How did you start coaching?
A: I started by coaching Lacrosse for Northfield Mount Hermon.

Q: What do you like about coaching?
A: I like to work with young people and watch them develop in things that they like to do.

Q: What sport do you like coaching the most?
A: Lacrosse.

Q: How do you think that the track team will do this season?
A: We’ll be ok. It’s hard to predict what the other teams will have.

It sounds like our team will have some competition during this season. Our school has done 
well this year in it’s other seasons so I think that we will also do well this season.
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Dogs are often referred to as “man’s best 
friend.” There are so many different kinds of dogs and 
many of them help us humans in many ways; as service 
dogs, emotional support animals (ESA), pet-assisted 
therapy, detection or sniffer dogs, search and rescue, 
mobility dogs, guide dogs ("seeing eye dogs"), and hearing 
dogs. 
We humans take our dogs on walks and teach them 
tricks. Some dogs love water like some breeds that are 
meant for swimming like Chesapeake Bay Retrievers and 
Golden Retrievers. Dogs can be mixed with other breeds 
like a pug and a beagle make a puggle, and Berne doodle 
is a mix of a Bernese Mountain Dog and Poodle. 

We human’s need to treat our dogs with more 
respect, dogs are loyal to us humans they know who the 
leader of the pack is and sometimes dogs will do anything 
to protect them and their owners.

DOGS VS. CATS

BY CODY LIVELY

Some cats are really cute, but some have a reputation for 
being annoying. Cats may be good for older people 
because they don’t require as much maintenance as 
dogs. Cats don't greet us at the door when we come home 
as often as dogs do. Cats aren’t really the pets that you 
can take lots of places. Cats meow and can be loud when 
they meow because it doesn’t get what it wants. 
However, cats are cheaper to adopt. Their average price 
ranges from $15 to $200 for cats (1 year old and above) 
and $100 to $200 for kittens (2-11 months old). Dogs can 
cost from $0-500 on average, but it’s worth the price 
considering what dogs do, and help us with things like 
searches and rescues. 
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Here is where you would type 
your text. To make it your own, 
just click anywhere on this text, 
delete it, and add whatever you 
want to add. Here is where you 
would type your text. To make 
it your own, just click anywhere 
on this text. 

WORKING

HARD!
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“Be the change that 
you wish to see in 
the world.” 

-Mahatma Gandhi 
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