
Greenfield High School 
21 Barr Avenue, Greenfield, MA  01301  413-772-1350 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Principal’s Notes 

Happy 2016--   

With the beginning of the second semester, I would like to encourage you to stay involved with your child’s academic 

progress.  Teachers are available once a week after school for extra help. A late bus is available on Mondays, Wednesdays, 

and Thursdays to take students home.  Please encourage your student to attend whenever they need extra support.  Also 

available is the Green Room that will provide students with after school academic and enrichment activities.  If you would 

like to learn more about this opportunity please call the school and ask for Janice Marciniec.   

-Please pay special attention to the enclosed MCAS/PARCC schedule.  All 8th, 9th and 10th graders will need to be in 

attendance every day for the test schedule.  Please plan appointments, and time out of school on alternate days to avoid 

testing issues. 

-Please be aware of the school’s attendance policy—students should not miss more than ten days in a semester in order to 

receive credit for the class.  Year long classes allow no more than 20 absences. 

Thanks for all your support in helping to achieve our first semester goals. 

 
Congratulations Eugenia Cojocaru for being the Superintendent Award recipient this year.  
Eugenia, her family, along with other Franklin County Award recipients were honored at a 
dinner hosted by Franklin County Technical School on December 3rd.   
 
Donna Woodcock, Principal 

donwoo1@gpsk12.org 

 

News from Associate Principal Patenaude 

The 8th Grade Academy students continue to make progress both academically and socially.  The past few months have 

been filled with wonderful community building events, including the quarterly read alouds with our grammar school and 

pre-school students.  Additionally, the 8th grade students went on a fabulous journey to Amherst College where they 

explored the planetarium, the Beneski Museum, and the Mead Museum focusing on curriculum connections.  The rotating 

seven-block schedule is now a breeze for them and opening those lockers has become second nature. 

Academic Updates: 

Extra Help:  Teachers are available every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday for extra help in different core subjects.  

Please encourage your child to attend extra help sessions to further clarify understanding from the day’s lessons, reiterate 

homework assignments, or even make up missing work within the deadlines.  A late bus runs at 3:30 p.m. on each of these 

days. 

Class Preparation:  It is imperative that your child come to each class prepared for learning.  The expectations of each class 

were reviewed at the beginning of the year and are further denoted in each teacher’s syllabus provided during the first 

week of school.  As 3rd quarter begins, numerous students continue to show up to class without the necessary materials to 

be successful in such class.  Please review with your child the expectations and why it is important to be prepared to learn.  

We look forward to a successful second semester of student learning and achievement! 

 

GHS dates to remember 

February 15-19, 2016:  No School; February break   

MCAS DATES 

February 29-March 4, 2016:  MCAS ELA &Math Retakes   (Grades 11&12 Retakes) 

 March 22-24, 2016:  MCAS ELA testing   (Grades 9, 10)  

May 3-13, 2016:  PARCC ELA and Math testing   (Grade 8) 

 May 17-18, 2016:  MCAS Math   (Grade 9, 10) and Science, Technology and Engineering (Grade 8)  

June 1-2, 2016:  MCAS Physics and Biology  (Grade 9) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Senior Important Dates 

Prom:  Saturday, May 28th held at Terrazza Restaurant (Greenfield Country Club) 

Class Night:  Wednesday, June 1st held at Greenfield High School Auditorium 

Class Trip:  Thursday, June 2nd held at High Meadows in Connecticut  

Graduation:  Friday Night, June 3rd held at Greenfield High School Auditorium 

Detailed graduation information will be distributed shortly. 

 

Green Wave Athletics 

Winter sports are in the middle of things.  Girls basketball has made the tournament!  Go 

to MIAA.NET for latest schedules and come support the Wave!   

Spring sports start March 21st. All students will sign up through FamilyID. Warm weather is right 
around the corner!  
GO WAVE! 

 

Student Council 

Spirit week was alive and well at GHS this year. We introduced a Black Light Dance and it was a huge success. The day 
before Thanksgiving began at 6:30 with Bleacher Wars. Then went on to film our first ever Lip Dub. (If you haven't seen it be 
sure to check it out on the school website or on YouTube under Greenfield high school lip dub) and then concluded with our 
annual pep rally and class skits. Below you will find the winners of the individual events. Collectively the school raised three 
hundred fifty dollars for Special Olympics. 
 
Black Light Dance: 5th place - 8th grade; 4th place- Juniors; 3rd place – Sophomores; 2nd place – Seniors; 1st place- 
Freshmen.  Penny Wars: 4th place Juniors; 3rd place Sophomores; 2nd Place Freshman; 1st Place Seniors.  Bleachers Wars: 
5th Place 8th grade;  4th Place Freshmen; 3rd Place Juniors;  2nd Place Seniors;  1st Place Sophomores.  Skits:  4th Place 
Freshmen;  3rd  Place Juniors; 2nd Place Sophomores; 1st Place Seniors.   
 
In March students will be traveling to Hyannis for the annual state student council conference. Once again, those brave 
enough, will participate in the Polar Plunge to raise awareness and funds for Special Olympics. 
 
The students are especially excited for the second annual Dress Drive. There will a fashion show to preview the dresses and 
then students from all grades are able to get a free dress, accessories or formal male wear. If you would like to donate any 
of the above you may drop off at the high school or at Andy’s and the Oak Shoppe.  

 

National Honor Society 

The NHS officers and members have been busy this year. We continue to offer child care for PTO meetings at the Discovery 

School, Newton School, GMS and the Academy of Early Learning. In December our members participated in Adopt-A-Family 

by volunteering for 2 days at Holy Family Church in South Deerfield.  We raised money by selling fudge to make a donation 

to the Adopt-a-Family program and buy stocking stuffers for local families in need.  Our members are working on a 

campaign for kindness called Make March Matter.  Throughout the month of March we will share ways to reach out to 

others and spread kindness.  Look for signs in the buildings and listen to the announcements to help NHS be kind to others 

and Make March Matter!  Lastly, we have begun work for our Relay for Life team.  Mariam Samake went to the first 

regional Relay meeting.  We are forming our team and getting ready for fundraising to donate to the Relay for Life event in 

Greenfield in June. 

Drama Club 

 The Drama Club would like to thank everyone who came out to see our Winter production 
of Just Another High School Play, a hilarious parody of high school theater. 
 
 Auditions are currently underway for our Spring production of two dramatic one-acts, 
Shirley Jackson's The Lottery and Adagio...The Death of Love. Both plays will be performed as 
a double feature on April 12th and 13th at the GHS auditorium. Times and tickets to be 
announced. 
 

Music News 

Upcoming events: 
     -Free professional Wind Band Concert, Sunday, Feb. 28th, 4pm, GHS Auditorium 
     -Fundraising Telethon, March 24th, 6-9pm 
     -MICCA Festival, Band April 2nd; Choral April 3rd 
     -Spring Scholarship Concert, Thursday, May 5th 
     -Great East Festival, May 20th 
     -Memorial Day Parade followed by chorus and band awards picnic at Green River Rec. Area 

 

http://miaa.net/


 

Library News 

GHS students now have access to hundreds of thousands of free electronic books available any day or time with a digital 

device like a smartphone or e-reader. The Massachusetts Library System started a groundbreaking program called the MA 

eBook Project to provide MA residents with access to materials that were previously difficult to obtain due to high pricing 

and lending restrictions for libraries loaning e-books. Greenfield High School library joined the MA eBook Project this year, 

gaining access for our students to this unprecedented selection of resources. Many of the books available are high interest 

teen fiction titles, but we also have access to academic and primary source materials making this collection beneficial for 

students’ pleasure reading and classroom learning. There are also some e-audiobooks for students who enjoy listening to 

books or might need the support of an audio version of a text they are reading in class. To access these resources, visit the 

GHS library website at ghs.gpsk12.libguides.com. Under the Reading tab, select “eBooks & eAudiobooks” from the drop-

down menu and on the left-hand side you will find the MA eBook Project links. The popular teen fiction is available through 

Axis 360; students can use “ghs” plus their lunch code to begin checking out electronic books for free. For help with any of 

these electronic resources, feel free to contact me any time at jespol1@gpsk12.org or 772-1350x2004 or have your student 

stop by the library. 

Jessica Pollock, Librarian 

 

Yearbook 

Yearbook is very excited this year to be a class instead of a club as it was in the past.  We are also excited to be taking 
advantage of Josten’s online resources.  You can now order a yearbook for $65 at Jostens.com until 2/16/16. After that day, 
you must bring a check made out to GHS Yearbook to the school.  Online is also a great way to buy business ads, parent ads 
or custom ads of your very own pictures for your student.  These ads are especially popular with parents of seniors.  It’s the 
perfect way to make the yearbook more special!  There are many sizes to choose from and these can be purchased online 
at jostens.com/yearbookads until the 16th of February. After this day the ad and payment can be brought to Mrs. 
Charboneau in Room 1025. Thanks, Claire Abelson, Yearbook Staff 
 

Key Club 
The GHS Key Club serves the community in a variety of ways. Members walk shelter dogs weekly and participated in the 
Franklin County Dog Shelter calendar sale.  Thanks to those who purchased calendars this year. Our latest project is 
monthly participation in the Stone Soup Café held at All Soul's Church each Saturday which offers a delicious meal to all 
regardless of ability to pay. We will be putting together food baskets for February break for GHS families in need ( easy to 
prepare soups, cereals, mac and cheese, fruit, juice, peanut butter etc) along with our  wonderful Guidance Counselors and 
administrators. Additionally, we will be joining the Greenfield Kiwanis in preparing and serving the Community Meal and 
Second Congregational Church Feb 9th. Key Club meets each Thursday immediately after school in room 2014 and students 
8-12 are welcome to join. 

French Club 

The GHS Club Français has been active this winter, making fondue and watching Amélie, 
making éclairs from scratch and watching excerpts from Paris, Je T'Aime. We hosted our 
20th bi-annual Coffeehouse on the new auditorium stage on December 2nd, where we 
raised nearly $500 to benefit Doctors Without Borders in the wake of the terrorist 
attacks in Paris in November.  The French 4/5 class also learned a great deal about 
French demographics and attitudes about the attacks from talking to David Stryker, a 
Greenfield resident who recently moved back to the area from Paris.  We received a nice 
thank-you letter from Jonathan Johnson, the founding head of Rooted School, a network 
of New Orleans schools that began development after Hurricane Katrina, whose mission 

is to prepare students for college and entry-level jobs in high-growth, high-wage industries, such as digital media.  Their 
motto is "We use job skills to fight the streets."  The club is gearing up to make Candygrams for St. Valentin, and is looking 
for the best T-shirt design for this year's club T-shirts.  We are also excited about starting La Table Française, a French 
conversation gathering that will take place in town. 
 

Spanish Club 
We are preparing for our trip to Spain in April!  Many fundraisers have been completed and more are in the works.  Thank 
you for supporting our efforts by purchasing Butter braids, Mo’s Fudge and Holiday Wreaths from Emerson’s Tree Farm to 
get as many students involved in travel as possible.  We just had a very successful Bingo event at the Greenfield Moose 
Family Center.  We will have a second Bingo/Trivia event there on February 26th as well as a Spaghetti Dinner on March 
18th!  Hope to see you there.  In other club news, we have begun to prepare for the 20thannual Taste of World 
Cultures.  Performers are being booked and students are practicing singing and performing in Spanish for the event 
scheduled for March 30th.  Mark your calendars for this special night! 
 

Bereavement Group 
Greenfield High School offers a bereavement group open to students in grades 8-12.  Any student who has experienced the 

death of a family member or close friend is invited to attend.  The group is be run by local clinicians experienced in working 

with grieving children and adolescents. This is the sixth consecutive year that they will be offering the group.   The group 

meets once per week, during school hours, from November through April.  For more information, please contact Dr. Scott 

Rice, GHS School Psychologist, at 772-1350 X 1130, or by email at scoric1@gpsk12.org.   

 
 

mailto:scoric1@gpsk12.org


 

 
Youth For Change 
Hannah Foster-Marquis, Ravin Graves and Mariam (Mamou) Samake were 
chosen to represent Greenfield High School at the CADCA National 
Conference in Washington DC on February 1-4th.  The students will be 
attending the Youth Leadership Institute that will help train them to be 
teen prevention experts! So excited for them!  
 
Youth For Change is also getting ready to volunteer at the winter carnival 
and enter our sleds in the cardboard sled race!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teen Art Show 
Four Greenfield High school students are currently exhibiting in the annual Franklin County Teen Show at Artspace, which 
opened January 25 and runs through February 19, 2016. This show is a presentation of selected works of art by Franklin 
County high school students representing the area’s public, private, and charter schools. 
Casey Noyes: Ceramic Sculpture (“Untitled”); Nick Xayasouk:  Drawing (“Neighborhood Watch”); Lan Nguyen: Ceramic 
Teabowl (“Chawan”); Enella Agapov: Ceramic Vase (“Lobed Vase”); Mariah Harwood: Drawing (“Overgrowth”).   
 

    
 
Artspace hours are M, T, W&F from 12-2:30 pm, and 4-6 pm, & TH from 12-1:30 pm, and 3:30 – 6 pm, or by appointment.  
The Opening Reception will be Friday, January 29th from 5 – 7 pm.   
 

News from Film and TV Classes 
Students in Mr Hutchison's film and TV classes produced almost eighty films during the first semester. Students in the TV 
Studio Management class picked their favorites and will share them soon on GCTV in a half hour special. Second semester 
TV students are excited to produce episodes of a new sitcom called "GreenWave High", in addition to their work covering 
the news and learning about semiotics. The Film production classes during the fourth quarter will each be given 
$100,000.00 (fake money) to invest in their productions. They will learn how films are budgeted and produced by 
purchasing scripts, hiring actors and crew and paying for the studio. Films with the best audience response will garner the 
biggest returns. The new studio has proven to be very popular with students this year and Mr. Hutchison is excited about 
the annual GPS Film Festival because of the number of quality films already created by his students. 
 

Green Room 

Green Room is adding activities to our program! If you are interested in Cooking, Minecraft, or Strategic Games, please sign 
up. Schedules and registration forms can be found in Room 1117. You may also contact Jan for more information at 
janmar1@gpsk12.org or 413-531-9433.  
 
Our students continue to mentor at Federal Street Afterschool Programs. They have 
offered Crafts and More and Music during the first semester. Openings for 
mentorships are Monday through Friday. Speak with Jan about your ideas, or 
consider becoming an assistant on one of those days.  
 
Tyanna Normandin of Community Action in the Shout Out! Program has announced 
openings for more students. They meet on Wednesdays until 6 PM. Transportation 
from Green Room is provided. Check in the Green Room Office for information.  
 
Green Room participants are celebrating the New Year with a trip to TAO Seventeen 
Samurai at UMASS Fine Arts Center on February 3rd!  The Dinner and a Show outing 
was planned by our Youth Advisory Council. 
 
Please let us know if you have any ideas for future programming. We welcome your ideas and would love to have you to 
join us. 
 
 
 


