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NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Acting Principal’s Notes 
Spring has sprung and the third quarter of the 2016-17 school year has ended! Many exciting events occurred at Greenfield High School 

in the last ten weeks. Some of the highlights, include:  

1. The foreign language department hosted another successful Taste of World Cultures night with so many talented dancers and 

singers and don’t forget the beautiful fashion show display.  Students, staff, parents, and the community all came together to 

break bread and enjoy this wonderful event. 

2. Ella McDaniel, an 8th grade student, was chosen as this year’s Project 351 Ambassador at GHS and held a clothing drive to 

support the Cradles to Crayons charity. 

3. Channel 40 News visited GHS on Friday, April 7th to host Honor Roll Live. Our students and staff spent the morning showcasing 

all of the activities, clubs, and sports that make GHS great! If you weren’t up at 5 am please check out our website as the link to 

this program is available. 

4.    The Cape Cod African Drumming group visited us once again and put on a great performance! 

5.    Two of our students, Kasia Dobosz and Tayaba Hamayun, represented GHS at Student Government Day at the Boston State   

        House accompanied by history teacher, Lukas Martin. 

6.    Global Glimpse students hosted two successful fundraisers, a spaghetti supper night and trivia night, held at the local Moose   

        club! All monies raised went toward their service learning trip to Nicaragua this summer! 

7.  A Spring Pep Rally took place filled with Bleacher Wars, Canned Goods Castle competition, and Olympic Games. The rally also    

         included the entire student body and staff singing the school song with pride! 

Even though third quarter brought us many unwanted snow days, the students handled the schedule changes with ease. The 8th and 

10th grade students successfully completed the first round of MCAS testing in English Language Arts. All students in grades 8-11 enrolled 

in classes for the 2017-18 school year with their guidance counselors. Seniors have their sights on finalizing future plans, gearing up for 

senior activities, such as Prom, the class trip, and graduation, and are counting down the days!   

 

We have a parent information night scheduled for Friday, April 28 at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria followed by a free showing of the 

documentary Screenagers at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium, a Spring Music Concert scheduled for Thursday, May 4, and the annual Film 

Festival scheduled for Friday, May 5.  Please join us at these activities and remember to check out our website for other activities during 

4th quarter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 772-1350 x1005. 

Karin Patenaude, Acting Principal 

 

Late Bus 

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday there is a late bus that will take bus students home at 3:30p.m. The library will be open until 

3:15 p.m. each day for students to use as quiet study space. The bus will also allow students to stay for club meetings and get involved 

in extracurricular activities. Students need to get a pass from the staff member they stay with in order to ride the bus home. 

 

Attendance 

Academic success is tied directly to student’s attendance. Students are expected to be in school 94% of the time (as dictated by the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education). Please encourage your student to come to school on time each day. 

 

New Staff Members 

This quarter, GHS is pleased to welcome Ms. Kathy Proudy, math teacher, to the 8th Grade Academy, Ms. Leslie Witty, paraprofessional, 

and Ms. Kathleen Hickson, paraprofessional. 

 

Title 1 Update 

Title 1 is sponsoring the Family Information Night on Friday, April 28, 2017 from 6-7 p.m. in the GHS cafeteria followed by the free 

showing of the documentary Screenagers at 7 p.m. in the GHS auditorium.  The School Council members have worked diligently to have 

numerous tables of information available to the families of GHS students. Some of the groups that will be in attendance are Youth for 

Change, GHS guidance for Parent Powerschool training, Safe Schools, Safe Streets, Greenfield Public Library, Community Action, 

Greening Greenfield, and the Family Center. Please join us for this great event! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Comments from the Associate Principal 
Tips for MCAS Season! 

MCAS season is upon us! Greenfield High School 8th & 10th grade students have Math and Science MCAS tests remaining. This can be a 

trying time for our students with anxiety surrounding the test. Our school has been preparing our students to succeed on these tests. 

Tips on simple things that parents/ guardians can do to help their student prepare at home are: 1. Be supportive. Let your student know 

that yes, this is an important test, but they have been preparing for it in school for quite some time so they should not worry about it 

too much. They are ready! 2. Get a good night's sleep. It is very important to be ready physically and mentally for the test and being well 

rested is the number one priority. 3. Get a decent dinner the night before and a good breakfast the day of testing. Nothing can distract a 

student more during testing than hunger pains. 4. Leave social media alone during testing dates. Social media can bring unwanted or 

unneeded distractions that can have an effect on testing. If students can follow these simple tips, they will be in a better state of mind 

to succeed on the MCAS. Good luck students! 

Thomas Gaffigan, Associate Principal 

 

School Dates & GHS dates to remember 
April 26-27th 8th Grade Science MCAS   May 1st   AP Science Exam 

May 2nd   AP Spanish and Physics Exams  May 3rd  AP English Lit Exam 

May 5th   AP History Exam      May 9th    AP Calculus Exam 

May 10th  AP English Exam    May 11th  AP Stats Exam  

May 16-17th  8th - 10th Grade Math MCAS   May 22nd – 25th  Senior Final Exams 

May 26th  Early Release (K-12); Teacher In-service May 29th  No School – Memorial Day    

June 5-6th  9th Grade Science MCAS     June 22nd               Tentative Last Day of School  

 

Senior Class Important Dates: 
May 20:  Prom held at Terrazza (inside the Country Club of Greenfield) from 6-10pm 

May 26:  Class Trip at High Meadows Resort in North Granby, CT 

May 31:  Last Assembly - GHS Auditorium at 1:15pm 

May 31:  Class Night - GHS Auditorium at 7pm 

June 2:  Graduation - GHS Auditorium at 6:30pm 

 

Senior News 
 All senior events are starting to come together. Please pay your class dues of $175 to Ms. Charboneau or Ms. Creek. You can also pay 

for events separately if you don’t plan on attending all events. The cost will be $75 each for Prom and the Class trip and $25 for 

Graduation. The Senior Packet is being distributed to Seniors on Friday, April 14th.  Each student will be given 8 tickets to graduation for 

guests.  If a student does not need all 8 tickets they should return any extra tickets to either Ms. Charboneau or Ms. Creek.  All guests 

will need a ticket to enter the auditorium.  Look for all important dates and deadlines in the packet. 

 

Green Wave Athletics 
Winter sports had a great year:  Girl’s basketball lead the way with a Franklin North League title at 19-1; although they lost in the 
quarterfinals of the MIAA tournament.  Ice Hockey missed the MIAA tournament by 1 win and we look forward to the possible merger 
with the Turners Falls program next year.  Amy Sullivan represented Indoor Track at States in the 2 mile.  Boy’s basketball will be in a 
rebuilding year next year with the loss of Kevin Mendez, Connor Joy, Zach Avery, Tyler Boissonneault, Arlo Larange and Adam Phelps. 
Sarah O'Sullivan won Boston Bruins Sportsmanship Award for the Fay Wright League and represented the Green  Wave at a Bruins game 
recently. Nice job Sarah! 
 

Student Council 
Spring is in the air as our Student Council Members spring into lots of new activities! Recently, we sent ten students to our state-wide 
conference to celebrate 40 years of Student Council where they learned about leadership and responsibility. Five of our seniors 
attended this meeting and performed a workshop on stress management for students from all over the state. They were met with only 
positive feedback from their presentation! We won several awards such as the Commonwealth and Excellence Awards and we are 
celebrating yet another year of us being a Golden Council! Along with this, we had a public speaker come to GHS and talk to the 
students about leadership, unity, and self image. Josh Drean was loved by the students and staff and even had several students asking 
him to return. Lastly, we just participated in Honor Roll Live on Channel 40, where we showcased our school spirit by having student 
interviews and interactions here at GHS! Student council is in full gear as we finish off the year strong and run two candidates on our 
regional board. Good luck to Dylan Badillo and Lizzy Howland who are running for this campaign! 
 

Music Department 
May 4th, Scholarship Concert, 7pm Auditorium 
May 19th, Great East Festival, 7:30am-6:30pm 
May 29th, Memorial Day Parade, 8:30am call time 
May 31st, Awards Night, 5:30pm call time 
June 2nd, Graduation, 5:30pm call time 
Band Camp August 21-25 
 
 
 

 



 

National Honor Society 
This year NHS participated in some great service projects including Adopt-a-Family.  We also completed many individual service hours 

by helping at the PTO meetings, events at the elementary schools, and more.  We are currently working on a project with 

Oxfam.  Oxfam is an international confederation of 20 organizations working together with partners and local communities in more than 

90 countries.  One person in three in the world lives in poverty. Oxfam is determined to change that world by mobilizing the power of 

people against poverty.  We will be hosting a Hunger Awareness Event on May 17th in our cafeteria.  Contact Tara Cloutier for more 

information about how you can participate.  tarclo1@gpsk12.org.  We are also in the planning process with our Relay for Life team as 

well as working on plans for a car wash and other fundraisers.   

News from the Science Wing 

On Saturday, April 8th three members of Mr. Bowersox's 

Sustainable Energy class presented the GHS Solar Photovoltaic 

Learning Laboratory at the Energy Surrounds Us renewable energy 

exhibition in Shelburne Falls.  The Solar PV Learning Laboratory is a 

mobile photovoltaic system with battery bank, capable of providing 

both DC and AC current.  The lab is used to explore many aspects of 

solar power, including fundamental concepts in physics and 

chemistry as well as electric circuits, efficiency, and components of 

solar PV system design.  This projects has been made possible by 

the Greenfield Education Foundation, PV Squared, and the Franklin 

Hampshire Regional Employment Board.  Educational consulting 

has been provided by the STEM Solar Lab: Curriculum for High  

School Students.  A big thanks to the following GHS students: Isabella Justiniano, Matthew Griswold, David Giurgiu, and the 

entire Sustainable Energy class at GHS!  

 

Library 

Connect with the GHS Library  

Want to keep up with what’s happening at GHS? Follow the GHS library in one of several places online.  Here’s why you should: 

 See photos of what students are doing in the library 

 Get updates about class research projects 

 Learn about events that are happening at GHS 

 Discover cool information about books and other resources 

 Read the latest news about technology in education 

Where to find the GHS library online: 

Website – ghs.gpsk12.libguides.com 

Blog - greenwavelibrary.tumblr.com 

Facebook Page – Greenfield High School Library 

Instagram – ghs.library 

Twitter - twitter.com/GreenWaveLib 

I aim to update sites once or twice a week, so you can stay informed while not being overloaded by too many posts. See you online! 

Book Fair 

The GHS Library will be hosting a book fair with World Eye Bookshop on Friday, April 28th. Students will be able to peruse and purchase 

books during their English classes, so please plan accordingly. The book fair will also be part of the Parent Information Fair from 6-7 p.m. 

that evening, before the free screening of the documentary Screenagers. We will have a range of books including nonfiction and fiction 

in many genres; if there is a book, author, or genre your student would like to see, please let me know. You can reach me at 

jespol1@gpsk12.org 

Thank You GHS Alumni for the New Graphic Novels 

Thank you to the Greenfield High School Alumni Association for purchasing 141 graphic novels for the GHS library. Since the library 

budget was reduced by 20% this year, we were not going to be able to get any new graphic novels for our collection. The generous 

contribution from the Alumni Association made this acquisition possible and it has been greatly appreciated by GHS students.  

Graphic novels support student reading in many ways. They engage reluctant readers, build reading confidence, and encourage readers 

to slow down so they can read both the text and images. English Language Learners can often find graphic novels that are appropriate 

for both their age and reading level. Due to the limited text space, graphic novels also help students understand inference and succinct 

language, while improving sequencing and reading comprehension. These are foundational skills that transfer to reading fiction and 

nonfiction texts. Being able to read images as well as text helps students dissect the graphs, charts, and illustrations in their science, 

math, and history textbooks.  

Please encourage your student to visit the library to borrow one of the new graphic novels. The books are on display on the large, round 

table in the entrance of the library. Titles include the National Book Award winner March about the civil rights movement, a manga 

adaptation of The Scarlet Letter, Ms. Marvel about a Muslim superhero that won the Hugo Award for best graphic story, and several 

Doctor Who stories with the 10th, 11th, and 12th Doctors. One student said this about the display: “I am really excited by the variety and 

all of the books I have not read before.”  

mailto:tarclo1@gpsk12.org
mailto:jespol1@gpsk12.org


 
Maintaining an up-to-date and vibrant collection of books is essential to supporting our students’ literacy. Everyone at GHS appreciates 

the generosity of the Alumni Association and the many ways they support the students and faculty of our school. Thanks again GHS 

Alumni Association! 

Stop & Shop A+ School Rewards 
GHS has the opportunity to earn cash again this year through the Stop & Shop A+ School Rewards Program. Designate GHS (ID 05186) as 
the recipient of your A+ School Rewards points on their website - www.stopandshop.com/aplus. If you have registered previously, you 
do not need to do so again. Thanks for your support! 

 
 

Future Business Leaders of America Club 
The GHS members of Future Business Leaders of America participated in two 
exciting field trips recently. In March, we went to The Federal Reserve Bank in 
Boston to attend a seminar about Careers in Finance. Bruce Johnstone, a Managing 
Director at Fidelity Investments, as well as two Fidelity Analysts and an economist 
from the Federal Reserve spoke to the students about careers and the economy. In 
April, we attended the FBLA State Convention at Bentley University, where we 
participated in workshops and listened to guest speakers from the public and 
private sector. During the academic competitions, Andrey Agapov won 3rd place in 
the Personal Finance category. We would like to thank the following companies for 
sponsoring us to be able to attend the convention: Freedom Credit Union, Gilmore 
& Farrell Insurance, Franklin First Credit Union, The Masiello Group, Maniatty Real 
Estate and Marketos Wealth Management.  

 
 

 
 

Spanish Club 
We are preparing for our trip to Puerto Rico.  Many fundraisers have been completed and more are in the works.  Thank you for 
supporting our efforts by participating in our Bingo Night where we raised nearly $1000 to get as many students involved in travel as 
possible.   In other Spanish club news, our 21th annual Taste of World cultures was a huge success!  Thank you to all who 
participated!  Looking forward to a Spanish cooking night in early May with slide show of our Puerto Rico trip.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 

Safe Schools Safe Streets 
Drugfree.org now has trained and caring master’s-level counselors ready to help any parent struggling with a child’s drug or alcohol use. 
They are here to listen, share information and help you find answers. Connect over the phone or via live chat or email. All 
communications are free and confidential. 
Connect via Live Chat 
Live chat with one of our parent counselors to receive the same help and support with an additional level of privacy for anyone 
uncomfortable speaking on the phone. 
Available Monday-Friday, 5 pm – 10 pm ET and Saturday & Sunday, 12 pm – 5 pm ET 
Chats are free and confidential 
Call 1-855-DRUGFREE (1-855-378-4373) or visit drugfree.org 

Salem Field Trip 
On March 30, Pre-AP US History and Advanced English 10 students ventured to 
Salem! After studying the Salem Witch Trials and reading Arthur Miller's play The 
Crucible, teachers Tracy Creek and Dana Whitney designed a full day field trip to 
tour the Salem Witch Museum and walk through the Witch Memorial.  The Salem 
Witch Museum delivered a moving overview of the witch trials of 1692 and 1693, 
as well as an examination of more recent episodes of mass hysteria in U.S. 
history.  The teachers and students then walked to the Memorial and read the 

names of the men and women persecuted in the 17th century.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

***************************************************************************************************** 

GHS 
HONOR    SCHOLARSHIP    LOYALTY 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001bOB04k9tMENKAAHk_dr3ZKw-TrLUEmzuGgQ7APiJtWaYMXvj9JSG6Yy0h3ynJBeh3IXY-LowXFqjI3Nc0HyAIQTrjBQlGqo_CFndOvCnfKDff4bodvuj9X698lstS6E3
tel:(855)%20378-4373
http://drugfree.org/

