Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020
Baystate Franklin Medical Center
donated $775.00 worth of gift cards
plus school supplies to Greenfield
Public Schools!
We wish to thank Baystate Franklin for their generous support!

Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020
Outdoor Tent & Wi-Fi Project
Special thanks to the Greenfield Rec Dept, Custodians, DPW &
Central Maintenance, GCET for their help!

Status Update on WiFi in the Tents-09/30/20
Location

# of
Tents

# of Wi-Fi
Access Points

Power Line
to Each Tent

Comment

GHS

2

2

2

Done

GMS

2

2

2

Done

Federal

1

1

1

Done

Discovery

1

1

1

Done

Newton

2

2

0

In progress for power

AEL

1

0

0

In progress

Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020
GPS Family & Teacher Survey
On 9/25, the district released a Week 1 - Remote
Learning Survey for Families as well as teachers.
The survey is open until Fri 10/2 and the results are
being used to monitor and adjust Remote Learning.
We have received over 700 responses so far!

Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020
GPS Food Services Meals Update

GPS started offering home meal delivery, which began on September 16th, to help make meals
more accessible for remote learners. Since September 16, 2020 we are now delivering meals to
182 children and youth, ages 18 and under within Greenfield. We currently have nearly 70
stops. GPS Food Service staff rings the doorbell or knock, leaves the meals at the door, and
waits from a distance for someone to retrieve meals. If no one comes to the door, we call the
provided contact phone number. Due to safety reasons, we do not drive away without making
sure that someone has taken the meals inside. Our overall participation with pick-up and
delivery has increased from an average of 525 participants per service day from March 16th September 15th to now an average of 864 participants per serving day since school started.
Greenfield Public Schools is very proud to have served over 200,000 meals since COVID-19!

Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020
On 9/15/20, Senator Comerford, Senator Gobi and Senator Lesser highlighted the impact of the
Greenfield Public Schools Meal delivery response during COVID-19 with the MA Food Caucus.

Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020

Superintendent’s Report
10.1.2020

GPS Youth Soccer Clinic
Green Wave Coach Andy Rup is offering a Youth Soccer clinic for
students in grades 4-7 ! All health guidelines will be followed.
Sign up now for this exciting opportunity!

Flourishing at FSS!
WELCOME BACK FROM PRINCIPAL
FENIMORE
Welcome Back FSS Students and Families!
This week was lled with lots of excitement and anticipation as
we approached a new school year. We had a chance to meet
new students and families at our Supply Bag Pick-Up event,
catch up with returning families, hold our Launch Meetings in
preparation for the new school year, and o cially welcome our
whole school community during our virtual Meet and Greet
event. We are grateful for the opportunity to continue to build
partnerships with students and families. On behalf of the
educators at FSS, thank you for your patience, exibility, and commitment to working with us
to ensure success for our children.
I am looking forward to a great year at FSS!
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at micfen1@gpsk12.org
Sincerely,
Michelle Fenimore
Principal

K SCREENINGS!
Our Kindergarten Team
welcomed families with smiles!

SUPPLY BAG PICKUP!

SUPPLY BAG PICKUP!

Ms. Leitl, Mrs. Waldron, Mrs.

Ms. Caloon was ready for

Clark, and Mrs. Purinton were

anything during our Supply Bag

excited to see lots of smiling

Pick-Up!

faces on Tuesday.

REMOTE LEARNING TIPS AND
SUPPORT
*If you are experiencing technical di culties, Green eld Public
Schools has created a technical support hotline.
Parents/caregivers can call 1-413-772-1350 ext. 1038 and a
member of our IT department will help you.
*We know remote learning takes some getting used to. To help
get used to being in school-mode, nd a quiet spot with the
least amount of distractions so you are ready to learn!
*Take breaks, do some jumping jacks, or go for a walk. Get
your body moving and give your eyes a rest!
*Make sure you are logged on by 8:35 a.m. so you are ready for
Morning Meeting!
*Check out this quick video on Google Meet:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2wWQGi9IDU
(Many thanks to Newton School for sharing this resource).

CONTACT FSS
@PrincipalFSS

125 Federal St, Green eld, MA,…

micfen1@gpsk12.org

413-772-1380
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Hello Families and Friends!

KINDERGARTEN

During September the youngest students at Newton School learned the names of their new friends as well as
important virtual classroom rules and routines. Letterland is a special place we get to visit to meet new characters
and learn the sounds that they make!
The familiarity of Nursery Rhymes offers a great way to begin our year together in Kindergarten. Nursery Rhymes
provide an opportunity for us to discuss spatial concepts (in, on, over, beside) while we also enjoy the rhythm and
rhyme of the verses. These early experiences with phonological awareness (hearing sounds in language) will be
valuable resources as we learn to read and write.
The Kindergartners are now becoming more comfortable with their new virtual school routine. In October we will
begin to explore our many unique differences. Songs like “I Am Special” and the book, We Are All Alike…We Are
All Different will help us to understand and appreciate the diversity in our classrooms as we grow into a supportive
community of learners.
Mrs. Hurteau and Ms. Foss

FIRST GRADE

Hi First Grade Family and Friends!

We are so impressed with how hard our first graders are working as they adjust to remote learning at home. We have
both Eureka Math and Wit and Wisdom well underway as our new core curriculum programs in Math and Language
Arts. Thank you parents and care givers for your support each day helping your first grader navigate the lessons!
Exploring all of these online resources and tools is a challenge but seeing all of our first graders smiling faces each
morning on camera is well worth it! Keep up the great team effort!
Mrs. Marchand, Ms. Galipault, and Ms. Silk

SECOND GRADE

Greetings 2nd Grade Families!
Miss Hendershott and Ms. Witherell are thrilled with the start of our virtual learning. We'd first like to sincerely share
gratitude with our friends that have given it their best. We understand that none of this is easy, and we appreciate the
hard work it takes to get 2nd graders learning online.
We'd also like to share gratitude with our families, community, and our village. YOU are what makes any of this
possible.
We want to ensure that all families are connected to and using Seesaw. Here we post our daily schedule and
assignments are turned in here as well. It is exceptionally important that every family is connected to our Seesaw.
In reading we finished up Module 0 and have launched Module 1. Students are working to understand the essential
question, "How does change impact people and nature?" This year, more than ever, change has made a tremendous
impact on our lives. Thank you for supporting our learnings in reading with Wit & Wisdom.
In Math, we are close to finishing Module 1 and beginning the next module. Module 1 provides some review from first
grade, and we'll be tackling some measurement work in the next module.
In Social Studies, we'll be working on continents and map work to kick off the year.
We so appreciate your support and kind emails - you have no idea how much we appreciate and need them. You are
amazing!
Peace, laughter, and lots learning,
Miss Hendershott & Ms. Witherell
P.S. Miss Hendershott's favorite season is Fall!
Ms. Witherell's is winter!
Dear Third Grade Families,

THIRD GRADE

Thank you for your ongoing support and patience as we begin our year together remotely. Although it has been
challenging at times, students are adjusting well to new routines, new teachers and new friends.
So far our focus has been on building our online community and learning how to use technology. We are reviewing
math concepts, practicing reading and writing strategies, and learning about the weather. Students go to specials in
the mornings. Every two weeks, we switch between Art with Mrs. Quinn and PE with Ms. Devine.
When we begin curriculum, we will use Eureka Math and Wit and Wisdom. Multiplication will be introduced in the first
math module. Our first literacy module centers around the question, “Why do people explore the sea?”
Please continue to reach out through Remind if you have any questions or concerns. We are excited to have your
family a part of third grade and look forward to the successes to come.
Thank you from the third grade team.
Ms. Darmanchev
Ms. Gonzalez-Kreisberg

Dear Families,

FOURTH GRADE

Sooooo happy to see everyone even if it is just virtually. The Stone/Johnson team (otherwise known as “The Fourth
Grade Team”.) is excited to kick off the year in style. We will be studying sentence structures, figurative and literal
language, and answering the question “What does it mean to have a great heart literally and figuratively?” In math,
we are beginning with place value, multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000, and conquering word problems. It being an
election year, we are also studying the US electoral system and the workings of our government. Looking ahead, we
are excited to be launching CLASSCRAFT in the coming weeks!

Mr. Stone and Mr. Johnson
Hello Friends and Families!

TITLE 1 READING

Reading is fundamental. In fact, it is one of the most important ingredients to becoming all that you can be! Reading
develops your brain, provides a window into the world around you and helps you do better in all school subjects. Most
importantly, reading can not only help your child become a better student, but a better person. If you read just 1 book
a day to your child, they will have read 1825 books by their 5th birthday!
Remember: EVERY DAY COUNTS and EVERY BOOK COUNTS!!!
Your Title I Reading Teacher,
Ms. Swist

SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT COUNSELORS

Welcome to Newton School!
We hope you and your family are navigating remote learning and finding ways to connect to teachers and peers. Our
names are Katie Irizarry and Nancy Garlock, and we are the School Adjustment Counselors at Newton School. As
the school counselors, we are here to assist Newton students and their families with a variety of concerns. Our role is
to be the link between home, school and community to help improve the educational opportunity and potential of
every student. We see students individually and in group, and we make referrals to appropriate community resources
as needed.
We understand remote learning poses many challenges, so here’s a helpful article by Linda Carling, Ed.D. and the
Johns Hopkins School of Education with tips on how to keep your child focused and engaged during distance
learning: https://education.jhu.edu/2020/04/8tipsforfocus/
Please feel free to contact us (email usually works best: katiri1@gpsk12.org and nangar1@gpsk12.org) if you have
any questions or want to touch base about your child. We look forward to seeing everyone soon!
Katie Irizarry, LICSW and Nancy Garlock, LICSW
Scholastic Book Fair is Online This Year!
November 9th through November 13th

PTO NEWS

Upcoming PTO Meetings
October 15th @ 4 p.m.
November 19th @ 6 p.m.
December 17th @ 4 p.m.
Please feel free to reach out to Mindy Helie or Amy Dwight for additional PTO information!
Mindy 413-221-2330
Amy 978-790-4180

DSFC UPDATE
DISCOVERY SCHOOL AT FOUR CORNERS

dear families,

I want to congratulate you on the FANTASTIC job you have done to connect your children with
remote learning as we start the 2020-2021 school year! We have made it through the rst full
week! I know that it was challenging, and you should all be proud of this accomplishment!
Thank you for your patience and hard work as we learn to navigate remote learning together.
We expected there to be bumps along the way, but overall things went well. Teachers have
been hard at work, and many have told me that it is getting better each day. There have been
many times that teachers and Instructional assistants have had to think on their feet and
redesign activities to make them work. The rst couple weeks will be spent helping support
students in navigating the remote learning platforms and teaching them the expectations. This
is similar to what would happen during the rst couple weeks of traditional school.
We had many tech issues, and at the school level, we have tried to troubleshoot with families.
Many of the issues are related to the amount of people logged into google meets, causing
program problems. Please don't hesitate to reach out if needed. We will try our best to help, or
get you in touch with someone who can. As we move forward, we will to continue to help
families in any way we can. If your family needs more support with learning, please let your
classroom teacher know. Please ll out the remote learning survey found below. Your
feedback is important to us.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at
caiput1@gpsk12.org.
Best,
Caissie Putnam
Principal

family survey: gps remote learning week 1

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOfVoxbxYMtQCwsLfXR35qSpgWO8ho1A3cp_j
WQmLnqRh7Bg/viewform?gxids=7757

please click the link below to fill out a book survey by
ms. mele

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Aln_Nuw7RAZmwBNXLCOfFaOGiZaQuxbX4dtSeEkEPnw/e
dit?usp=drive_web

setting up for remote learning at home

· *Create a space for learning with everything your child needs.
· *Display daily schedules on a white board, chalk board, or poster board. (Younger students:
write the schedule for them. Older students: make them responsible for writing out their
schedule.)
· *Remove distractions ( Younger students: stay away from the television, games, etc. Older
students: put phones and social media away.)
· *Time management (Younger students: use timers to help them know when to start/stop
activities. Older students: teach them how to set alarms for every class period.)
· *Have a set routine that students follow during school days (go to bed early, wake up on
time, eat breakfast, etc.)
· *Change of scenery: weather permitting, take learning outside every once in awhile.(Check
with teacher!)
· *Recognizing a job well done: play their favorite game with them, take a walk to the park,
stickers, etc.

How to help your child adapt to …

docs.google.com

meet and greet video

DSFC Meet & Greet 2020.mp4

drive.google.com

discovery school at four corners
Facebook

@Super_gps

21 Ferrante Avenue, Green eld…

caiput1@gpsk12.org

413-772-1375

gpsk12.org
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NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Greetings GMS students and families,
We hope that the school year is off to a good start for you. It has been
so good to see so many faces when we visit our virtual classrooms. To
our GMS families, we are so appreciative of your collaboration with us in
support of remote learning. We want to make sure that your student
has access to our classes, so please don’t hesitate to let us know if you
encounter obstacles or challenges.

QUARTERS/SEMESTERS END:
Qtr 1 - Friday, October 30
Qtr 2/Sem 1 - Wed, January 20
Qtr 3 - Monday, April 5
Qtr 4/Sem 2 - Last day of school

This week our teachers helped our students make a transition to how
they access Google Meet classes. In general students should go to their
Google Classroom to find the link to the class meeting; teachers will
typically make this link visible at the beginning of the class period. If a
student can’t see the link, this is often remedied by refreshing the page.
Our school has made these adjustments as Google introduces new
features and we adjust to the changing Google environment.

Unified Arts Rotations
ROTATIONS END:
Rotation 1 - Friday, October 23

In the coming weeks a number of our afterschool clubs will begin
meeting. We are so glad to have these opportunities for our students to
connect with each other and learn in new ways. As this unusual
September draws to a close and we look ahead to October, thank you
for your work with us.
Sincerely,Lynn R. Dole, Principal
Mike Browning, Associate Principal

We look forward to
learning with you.

Rotation 2 - Friday, December 4
Rotation 3 - Wednesday, January 20
Rotation 4 - Friday, March 5
Rotation 5 - Monday, May 3
Rotation 6 - Last day of school
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GMS Schedule

Google Glossary
Meet: A live class
(synchonous)
Classroom: A space to see
assignments, messages,
and turn in student work
Breakout Room:
Teachers split meetings
into smaller groups
Mute: Turn off your
sound/mic
Chat: Sidebar where you
can type a message

New Officers:

PTO

Mindy Helie (president)
Sarah Rooney (vice-president)
Ruthie McDonald (treasurer)
Debbie Richards (secretary)

Meetings:

Upcoming PTO meetings are the 2nd Monday of
the month from 5-6 pm. They will be held
virtually until further notice.

October 19th

(3rd Monday due to 10/12 holiday)

November 9th
December 14th

GMS Social Justice Club
This club is open to students of all
racial and ethnic backgrounds and
all grades. We will be meeting after
school on Thursdays at 3:30. Our
first meeting has been pushed one
week later to Thursday, October 8th.
Want to hear more, check out this
video!
To sign up, fill out this form.

Student Council
Is your child interested in joining
Student Council? If so, click here to
learn more about this afterschool
leadership club run by Ms. Winn.
Send in this application form by Friday,
October 2nd to sign up.

Is there a GMS Band this year?
There sure is and every GMS student is
encouraged to join!!

Watch this video to see the seven
choices of instruments to learn to play.
You can borrow an instrument from
school, or use your own.
CLICK HERE to sign up to play in the
band!

GSA
The Greenfield Middle School Gender
Sexuality Alliance (GSA) is a group of
students dedicated to creating a safe
space for students who identify as gay,
lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, transgender,
or gender non-binary, and their allies.
Our first meeting is October 6th.
To sign up, please fill out this form.

GMS
GMS
GMS

Nurse Notes
Physical Exams & Vaccinations
It is important to continue routine medical appointments including physical
exams and immunizations with your student’s primary care physician.
As a reminder, physical exams are required for students entering into 7th grade and for new
students entering the school district. Copies of physical exams and immunization records can be
faxed or sent to the school.
Recently, the state of Massachusetts changed the immunization requirements for entrance to
school. The influenza vaccine is now a requirement for school entrance and must be received
annually by December 31, 2020.

Hand Sanitizer
Hand washing is one of the most effective ways to prevent COVID-19
and other illnesses and when your students return to school, they
will be asked to wash their hands throughout the school day to help
keep themselves and others healthy. Hand washing is the preferred
method for removing germs however, soap and water is not always
readily available. When hand washing is not possible, students will
be asked to use hand sanitizer at school; alcohol based hand
sanitizers work by killing certain germs that are present on the skin.

The Main Office
The main office is open Monday - Friday 8-10AM.
Please call 772-1360 and one of us will be happy to assist you! You may also email us:
micreh1@gpsk12.org for Michelle or jesosi1@gpsk12.org for Jessica at any time. If your
child is going to be absent from school please email your child’s advisory teacher and
Michelle. Include your child’s name and the date/time they will be absent. You may also
call the school 772.1360 ext. 3 and leave a message.

Community Events & Resources
Mental Health During COVID-19: Signs Your Child May Need More Support
With much of the state having to remain at home instead of work or school since March, it is
unknown what the mental health impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) might be on school-aged
children. Learn more about how loneliness and disease containment measures could impact the
mental health of both children and adolescents. Wednesday September 30th 4:00-5:30pm.
Facebook Event Link - https://www.facebook.com/events/640786490186871/
Workshop registration Link - https://forms.gle/X9zGzPg8cCcy8NVx5
To register by phone 413.475.1555

I'm Not Racist- Am I?

Monday, October 19th at 6:30pm join us for a
free virtual screening and community
discussion of the movie I’m Not Racist – Am I?
The remote event – which will happen both
online and on our Community Access
Television Stations – is co-sponsored by the
Communities That Care Coalition, Mesa Verde,
GCTV, Greenfield Savings Bank, and GCC.
The 90-minute movie can only be viewed
through community screenings like this.

GHS-Green Wave
Nation News
SEPTEMBER, 2020

WELCOME BACK FROM PRINCIPAL PATENAUDE!
As we are about to enter into October and have rolled out remote learning under the new
schedule, I wanted to reach out to all students and families and thank everyone for their
patience, understanding, and exibility. We continue to iron out technological issues and
Google Classroom bumps, but for the most part have had a successful start to the school
year.
Students are engaged and teachers are thrilled to be back in "classes" with them through the
synchronous learning times. Google Classroom and Meet continue to upgraded features and
teachers are now able to see up to 49 students as well as coordinate break out groups in the
classes for small group instruction and assistance. We are all trying our best to navigate this
new virtual educational world and are always here to help assist students and families.
We appreciate everyone working together to make remote learning successful for our
students. If you need anything, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at
karpat1@gpsk12.org.

GHS TEACHER AND STAFF VIDEOS:
If you haven't had a chance to check out the great welcome videos created by all of the staff
at GHS, please do so here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I2ViTKlK9z31o9jP09R4XQ_JNFmtOlsmLNzGq_bxds/edit?usp=sharing

VIDEO - WELCOME BACK FROM MS.
PATENAUDE SHARED WITH ALL
STUDENTS ON OPENING DAY! (CLICK
HERE)
COFFEE TALKS WITH THE PRINCIPAL BEGIN
NEXT WEEK FOR ALL PARENTS/CAREGIVERS
PER GRADE LEVEL!
Time to chat with the Principal! Email Google Meet invites will be sent to all families two days
prior to the grade level meeting; so please check your emails for the invitation. We will
alternate each month between morning and evening events to try and accommodate
everyone's schedule! Hope to see you there!
Monday, September 28 - Grade 8 at 7:45 am Tuesday, September 29- Grade 9 at 7:45 am
Wednesday, September 30- Grade 10 at 7:45 am Thursday, October 1 -Grade 11 at 7:45 am
Friday, October 2 - Grade 12 at 7:45 am
Any questions, please email Tami Silk at tamsil1@gpsk12.org

ABOUT US:
@patenaude_karin

Green eld High School
21 Barr Avenue, Green eld, MA…

karpat1@gpsk12.org

413-772-1350

gpsk12.org

Greenfield schools have served 202,868
meals to children since pandemic hit

By ANITA FRITZ
Staff Writer
Published: 9/24/2020 4:12:48 PM

GREENFIELD — The Greenfield School Department has kept children ages 18
and under fed throughout the pandemic with the help of U.S. Department of
Agriculture funding, serving 202,868 meals as of Monday.
The district’s Food Service Director Eliza Calkins said she and her staff started
serving the free meals in mid-March, when the pandemic arrived in Franklin
County, causing schools to shut down and transition to virtual learning.
She said the program has been extended through Dec. 31, or whenever funding
runs out. However, the state Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) has requested a waiver that would keep the program going through the end
of the school year in June.
“We’re so proud of what we’ve been able to do,” Calkins said. “My staff has
worked tirelessly to make sure kids are fed.”

Each year, the school district receives funding for its summer meals program. This
year’s efforts have simply been an extension of that program, which is open to all
children who live in Greenfield, even if they attend schools in other districts.
Calkins — along with kitchen leads Starr Hurd and Teri Poirier, and about 25 staff
members, or sometimes less in the summer — prepared, packed and served the
grab-and-go meals from the Greenfield Middle School cafeteria.
“When the school year ended, so did people’s contracts, but very few opted out of
working throughout the summer,” she noted. “The School Committee approved
time-and-half for the ones who stayed, because a few did opt out, making it harder
on those who stayed. It was very difficult work, but everyone rolled with the
changes.”
Feeding Greenfield’s children was Calkins’ and her staff’s priority, she said. They
would finishing preparing and packing the meals each day and then either bring
them to parents curbside or, in some cases, deliver meals to people’s homes. About
100 families were approved for home delivery, which is done for those with
extenuating circumstances.
Meals are also distributed at Greenfield High School, Newton Elementary School,
Greenfield Gardens, Leyden Woods, Oak Courts, the Franklin County Fairgrounds
and Foster’s Supermarket. Calkins said meals will stop being distributed at the
fairgrounds and supermarket at the end of the month, when temperatures get too
cold.
“There’s really no shelter for my staff at those places,” she said. “We’ll make sure
meals find a way to everyone who wants them, though.”
Home delivery began Sept. 18, and Calkins said it’s going well so far. Parents
have provided lots of positive feedback, and the district is “working out the kinks.”
“It’s so important that we provide this service while children are learning
remotely,” Calkins said.
Greenfield schools closed in mid-March and went to fully remote learning through
the end of the year. This summer, the School Committee voted to start this school
year, 2020 to 2021, remotely, as well.
“We open at 10 a.m. and serve until 1 p.m. at all of the pickup sites,” Calkins said.
“Parents walk or drive to a site and receive the meals they need to feed their
children breakfast and lunch. We assume breakfast is for the following day. We
serve both hot and cold meals, trying to alternate each day.”
Superintendent Jordana Harper said the Greenfield School Department is proud of
the work its food service staff members have been doing.

“Of course, children are always our first priority, and it’s incredible that these
people have worked so hard to keep them fed,” Harper said. “More than 200,000
meals served in six months is amazing. We are all very grateful.”
Calkins said meals are made from scratch, like shepherd’s pie and smoky barbecue
pulled pork chili, and some hot meals that are packed cold come with instructions
for heating them.
Food service staff held a grant-funded raffle over the summer, giving out a scooter
and helmet sets, as well as gift cards to Bootlegger’s Footwear on the Mohawk
Trail, and continue to work with community partners, Dean’s Beans Organic
Coffee Co. and Apex Orchards, Calkins said. Dean’s Beans donated $15,000 to the
meals program, along with a pound of coffee for each cafeteria staff member,
while Apex donated several pallets of apples.
Meals are provided Monday through Friday, and Friday’s pickup or delivery
includes meals for the weekend. Meals are distributed on an honor system. Joan
Bitters, Calkins’ administrative assistant, keeps all of the records for the program,
and Calkins said her entire staff has gone above and beyond.
“It’s touching to see everyone’s attitude about feeding the community’s children,”
she said. “Everyone feels so good about it and is so dedicated.”
For more information, call the Food Service Department at 413-772-1335 or visit
the Greenfield School Lunch Facebook page.
Reach Anita Fritz at 413-772-9591 or afritz@recorder.com.

Editorial: Addressing hunger in our
community

From left, Elyssa Maria Serrill, Stephanie Jeffries, Kristen Levitt and Lysa Morton prepare meals at the Stone
Soup Cafe, one of the food programs that help Franklin County residents. STAFF FILE PHOTO/PAUL

is hard to believe in a country as wealthy as ours that people go hungry. But
they do. We’re not talking about a skipped meal here and there, but for many, the
daily struggle of not having enough healthy food for themselves and perhaps their
family.
Of course, this situation is compounded by COVID-19, which has meant a loss of
income for many people, and for the nonprofits that support them, canceled
fundraisers and food drives.
FRANZ

That is the case for the annual Fill the Belly Bus, which has collected as much as
6,000 pounds of food and $4,000 in a year.
During the past 16 years, the drive has collected 25 tons of food, which was shared
among four local food pantries and meal programs: Community Action’s Center
for Self-Reliance food pantry, Franklin County Community Meals Program, Stone
Soup Café and Franklin Area Survival Center.
Previously, people would bring their donations to buses that stopped at various
sites through the county. But that’s not possible given the safety precautions
needed during this pandemic.

So, the Franklin County Hunger Task Force decided to take a different approach
by dedicating an entire week, Sept. 20 to 26, to educate people about the origins of
what is called food insecurity and what those who are able can do to help.
Each day was assigned a different topic, from “What is the story of hunger? How
we can change that story?” on the first day to “Ending hunger together: What’s
your personal plan of action?” on the last.
The Recorder published those listings, which contained ways to take action, plus
online workshops, videos and events.
Here are some startling statistics from the task force: 9,650 people in Franklin
County can be categorized as food-insecure — a 53 percent increase since the start
of the pandemic. One in five children — a total of 2,480 — fit that category.
For these people, getting enough food is such an ordeal that it eclipses the desire to
work and for children, to do one’s best in school.
One bright spot during this pandemic has been the local food programs and
pantries that have been providing support to those in need, including children who
would normally get free meals at school, elders, the homeless, anyone really. As
an example, Greenfield Public Schools have served 202,868 meals to children age
18 and younger since the pandemic began.
New Englanders have the unfair rep that they are a cold lot, but time and again
when there is need, the current pandemic included, people are there to offer
support.
But during this time, those food programs and pantries that provide that support
day in and day out could use some help.
As Mary McClintock, community collaboration coordinator for Community
Action and co-chair of the Franklin County Hunger Task Force, said, “Pick one,
pick several. Donate, volunteer.”
And if you have the money to spare, donations can be made online at
communityaction.us or checks can be made out to “Community Action Pioneer
Valley.” Mail to Franklin County Hunger Action Week, Community Action, 393
Main St., Greenfield, MA 01301.

