Newton School

Readers are Leaders and Mathletes Count
Greetings from Newton School
Spring has nally arrived and the promise of owers and green plants. Ms. Robinson is
excited to start her gardening project. Ms. Robinson has a worm farm that will soon have a
new home in the Newton garden. Ms. Robinson received funds from The Green eld
Gardening Club to renew our back garden. Many thanks to the Green eld Gardening Club!
This month we celebrate nurses, teachers, and mothers. Please join us and take a moment
to thank these important people for the things they do to make your life special.
May 8th Nurse Appreciation Day
May 7-11th Teacher and Sta Appreciation Week
May 13th Mother’s Day
Third and Fourth Grade Mathematics MCAS Testing will take place this month. Please help
your third and fourth graders have a positive testing experience with a good night’s sleep
and encouraging words. We also have all of our students taking MAP Testing as part of our
end of the year assessments. MAP is given three times a year so we can monitor student
growth.
The sunshine and warmth of spring encourages us to explore the world beyond the
Newton walls. Our Kindergarten will be going to the Hitchcock Center, First Grade will
explore the Green eld Community and meet Key Community Helpers, Second Grade will
go to the Discovery Center and Fish Hatchery, Third Grade will visit Old Deer eld and
Fourth Grade will spend the day at Look Park. Our trips are funded by the Newton PTO.
Thank you to families and friends for their ongoing support of Newton School. Please check
your child’s backpack for notices and eld trip permission slips.
The Newton PTO will host a Scholastic Book Fair from May 22 to May 25th
BINGO for Books will be on Tuesday May 22nd from 5-6 pm
We hope you join us for these special events!
Happy spring!
Ms. Goodwin
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Reminders
General Info
School Starts at 7:50
Drop o

is at 7:30. We are unable to care for children before 7:30. Thank you!

School dismissal is at 3:45. Sta

are not responsible for students after this

time.
Please send a note with your child or call the school before 2:00 if he or she has
a change of dismissal.
At dismissal parking is allowed on the school side of the street only.

From the Health Office
Please pack a spare pair of clothing in your child’s backpack. Spring is in the air
and the playground can be a muddy place to have fun. The health o

ce is looking

for donations of boys clothing to have on hand for students if needed during the
school day. If you have any clothing your child has outgrown your donation would
be greatly appreciated!
Thank you, Jennifer Paulin RN

Upcoming Events
May 1st & 2nd- 4th Grade MCAS ELA
May 3rd- Chorus @ 7pm GHS
May 8th & 9th- 3rd Grade MCAS Math

May 21st- Scholastic Book Fair
May 22nd- Bingo for Books 5-6pm
May 22nd & 23rd- 4th Grade MCAS Math
May 24th- Last Day of Book Fair
May 25th- All School Meeting & Early Release 11:55

News from your Teachers
Kindergarten Team News
This spring many of our classroom discussions will focus on our Earth, plant growth and
how our world changes during this season of rebirth. In an attempt to observe nature more
closely all three of our kindergarten classes will be taking a eld trip to the Hitchcock Center
in Amherst. The program called “Life of a Tree” provides hands-on activities and sensory
exploration using the outdoors as a classroom. We will learn about how trees are essential
to forest ecosystems and the animals that live there.
We are very excited and most grateful to the Newton School PTO for funding this trip!

First Grade Team News
It’s so hard to believe that May has arrived! We appreciate the warmer temperatures for
recess and special outdoor activities. There’s so much to look forward to with the end of
the school year fast approaching.
All of the students continue to practice their reading, writing, and math skills as we prepare
them for next year. It has been exciting to watch individual levels in Lexia increase along
with their reading uency skills. We hope you have seen their certi cates at home! Thank
you for your continued support at home reading, working on Lexia, and practicing math
facts with your child.
Our return from April vacation has been lled with excitement! We enjoyed a visit from
Tanglewood Marionettes, and loved the Fairy Circus performance. We are eager for our
June eld trip into the Town of Green eld to learn more about the Fire Station and Library.
Permission forms will be sent home before our trip. Our next All School Meeting is May
25th and will be hosted by the Fourth Grade.
We enjoyed celebrating your child’s growth during Parent Conferences. Thank you for your
support throughout the school year.
Sincerely,
Ms. Warren, Mrs. Thurston, and Ms. Hayes

Second Grade Team News

Second grade is SUPER psyched for spring! We have been working hard on learning about
gurative language we read in poetry, and how to apply these tools to our own writing. We
have learned about alliteration, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, our senses, similes and
personi cation. Coming up next, we will begin an Author Study on Chris Van Allsburg. Each
year, second graders enjoy learning all about Van Allsburg as a writer and nding all of the
amazing little things he includes in his stories to make them interesting.
In math second grade's focus for the spring will be geometry, time, money and data. These
are all fun topics to explore in school, but also at home! We encourage students to
recognize the shapes they see outside and in the community, practice telling time and
counting money. In science we will be talking about plants, their seeds, and what they need
to grow.
Stay tuned for information on our spring eld trip!

Third Grade Team News
It is actually starting to feel like Spring with the warmer weather. In third grade we are
continuing to review and learn our multiplication facts, please have your child work on
them at home. Upcoming important dates for third grade include our next round of MCAS
testing! This time it will be two math sessions on Tuesday, May 8th and Wednesday May
9th. Please make sure you child gets plenty of sleep and eats breakfast on these days. As
we begin the month of May we cannot believe that there are less than 40 days left of
school! Summer is fast approaching and we are looking to a fun last two months of the
year.
All the best,
The Third Grade Team
Mrs. Gutierrez, Ms. Lively, and Ms. Ski

Fourth Grade Team News
Greetings Fourth Grade Families!
4th grade ELA MCAS was May 1st and 2nd. Students are working hard to prepare for the
Math MCAS later this month (May 22nd and 23rd).
Friday, June 8th, 4th grade will take o to Look Park in Northampton, MA to enjoy a day of
community building and outdoor fun. This trip is supported by our PTO. Show your PTO
support by participating in the Scholastic Book Fair, buy one book, get one free.
We also invite you to join Mr. Proulx, Mr. Stone, and Ms. Witherell, at the BINGO For Books
night on May 22nd.
We are exceptionally proud of our 4th graders, and their hard work and dedication this
testing season.

School Adjustment Counselor News
In March, The Girls on the Run Program started at Newton School. The mission of Girls on
the Run (GOTR) is to, “inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and con dent using a fun,
experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates running.” The ten week program is
for third and fourth grade girls who are interested in exploring their inner strength through,
“positive emotional, social, mental and physical development.” Each lesson requires
teamwork, cooperation, and the development of strategies and skills to take on the
challenges life can bring. The program will conclude with a 5K run at Spring eld College on
June 3, 2018. This run will bring together all of the Girls on the Run program participants in
Western MA. We are all working hard (in addition to overcoming the challenges of spring
weather) and looking forward to completing the 5K!
Katie Irizarry, LICSW

Newton PTO News
Upcoming Events
May 7-11- Teacher Appreciation Week
The PTO is full of surprises during teacher appreciation week. Watch out for more
information regarding participation opportunities.
May 17- PTO Meeting, 6pm
Meetings in May and June will include discussions of next year's fundraisers, events, and
PTO O cers. Join us, all are welcome!
May 21-24- Scholastic BOGO Book Fair
The spring book fair comes to Newton at the end of May and is a Buy-One-Get-One event.
Students and parents will have many opportunities to buy, including in the evening at the
Bingo for Books event. We need your help to make this event a success. Please see the
sheet below and send in with availability.
A thank you and a reminder
Thank you to all who participated in the Original Works fundraiser to support our Arts
program! Orders are in and being processed!
Don't forget to send in your box tops. We are always collecting them and happy to receive
them at any time. Please check the expiration dates before you send in. Thanks!
Scholastic BOGO Book Fair Volunteer Sign up
May 21-24
Name: ____________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________
Email:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____
Availability: (Please circle all times available)

May 18 (set up): 4pm-5:30pm
May 21(sale): 9am-11am 2pm-4pm
May 22 (sale): 9am-11am 2pm-4pm 5pm-7pm
May 23 (sale): 9am-11am 2pm-4pm
May 24 (sale): 9am-11am 2pm-4pm 2pm-3:30pm
(break down)

Reading Teacher News
“If you teach a child to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.” -Barbara
Bush 1925-2018
Take advantage of the opportunities a orded by reading with your child while they’re
young! You all stand to learn and achieve through reading. Whether you curl up with a
good book by yourself or get your family together for a shared reading opportunity, you all
stand to bene t endlessly! Lose yourself in a favorite author’s imaginary tale, or travel to an
area of the world that you’d love to see in person by immersing yourself in a work of nonction.
Keep your eyes and ears open for news about our Bingo for Books and Scholastic Book Fair
coming up in May. If you need help deciding what kind of books your child should be
reading, just ask a teacher. We will be happy to guide you.
Thank you for being our partners in your child’s future. Happy Reading☺
Your Title 1 Reading Teachers,
Ms. Weissman, Ms. Sherry, Mrs. Miller, and Ms. Blanchard

News from the Nurse
Spring is in the Air
Spring is here with sunny, warm days and early appearance of pollen and molds that may
bring about seasonal allergies. Children, who have never been diagnosed with seasonal
allergies, are often a ected when the pollen and mold levels increase.
The most common allergy symptoms include itchy/watery eyes, nasal congestion/ runny
nose, scratchy throat, and headaches. If your child develops symptoms of allergies it is best
to contact your doctor for advice on how to best treat their symptoms.
If your child su ers from seasonal allergies please make sure they take their medication,
nasal sprays and/or eye drops to help them be as symptom free as possible during the
school day.
As our days become longer and our outdoor evening activities increase, this is the time of
day when mosquitoes are most active, the use of bug repellent can help prevent bites.
Ticks can be found in the woods, but also in low bushes, grass and on pets. It is important
to check children and pets for ticks when they come in from outdoors.

Drinking enough uids and eating a healthy diet are very important during the warmer
weather. The body works much harder to balance body temperature. Please remind your
child to drink uids often, drinking water is a great way to keep the body hydrated. We
encourage students to bring a re llable water bottle to school as the warmer weather
approaches.
Protecting children’s skin from UV rays of the sun is important, play works is usually
outdoors, weather permitting. Sunscreen can be applied in the morning and made part of
the daily routine before children arrive at school.
Have a Happy Spring and enjoy the nice weather!
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