
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenfield Public Schools 

Newton School  
Readers are Leaders and Mathletes Count 

Phone: 413-772-1370  

Principal: Melodie Goodwin  

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Newton School, 

Happy New Year!  As an educator I have always had two new years in my life, one in January and the other 

the first day of school. Both are times where I am looking at what children know and what they need to 

learn.  In January, like September, we spend many hours looking at data and discussing student growth.  In 

Greenfield we give the MAP test in the fall, winter and spring to measure student growth.  MAP results will 

be attached to student report cards which are coming home on February 3rd.  We expect our students’ 

scores to go up by at least five points from September.  If a child’s score does not improve we immediately 

bring together a team of teachers to discuss what factors may be keeping the student from growing.  After 

we determine what needs to be put in place for the students we start doing things differently. The one 

important thing we can’t change for our students is their attendance.  We need your help.  Our students 

can’t learn if they aren’t in school. As we monitor student progress we are looking at attendance and poor 

attendance may result in the need to repeat the grade.  We want our students at Newton School to have 

the knowledge and skills they need to make their dreams a reality. 

There is no school on January 16th and January 27th.  Please make the necessary childcare arrangements.  

Please remember to read to your child every day. 

Happy 2017! 

Melodie Goodwin, Principal 

Reminders 

 Dress for the weather. Students go outside everyday unless the temperature is below 10 
degrees with the wind chill factored in 

 School starts at 7:50  

 Drop off is at 7:30.  We are unable to care for children before 7:30. Thank you! 

 Please send a note with your child or call the school before 2:00 if he or she has a change of 
dismissal  

 At dismissal parking is allowed on the school side of the street only 

 School cancellations are posted on  local news programs and local radio stations (i.e. WWLP 
or WHAI 98.3 FM) 

 2 hour delay school drop off starts at 9:30 and school starts at 9:50 

Upcoming Events 

 January 3rd Return to school 

 January 16th No School, Martin Luther King Day 

 January 19th UMASS Women’s Basketball Grades 1-4 

 January 27th No School, Teacher In-service Day 

 January 20th All School Meeting 8:30 

 

 



 

 

 

             

             

              

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  

Kindergarten Team News 

Kindergartners have been busy working and learning 
together in all our classrooms.  At this time of the year the 
children are enjoying many games to increase their 
phonological awareness.  This includes recognizing sounds 
within words, syllables and rhyming words.  We practice 
“Turtle Talk” every day where we sound out words  v e r y   
s l o w l y.  

And, of course, kindergartners never tire of listening to 
and discussing their favorite stories! These early learning 
activities are the foundation on which we build strong 
reading, writing and math skills. Please encourage your 
child to share their favorite stories with you at home. 

As we continue exploring the Five Senses, the children will 
enjoy a taste-testing activity with all three Kindergarten 
classes together!  This is always a fun and engaging way to 
become familiar with our sense of taste.  

Please remember to LABEL all of your child’s winter gear.  
If something is lost, it is much easier to find if it has a 
name inside. 

Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Encarnacao & 

Ms. Swist 

Dear Second Grade Families,  

 Happy New Year! Congratulations to Mrs. Palermo who 

welcomed her baby boy on December 20, 2016.   

This month we will be talking a lot about our new year’s 

resolutions for 2017! We will be finishing up our second unit in 

Reading Street within the first two weeks of this month. We 

have really been enjoying the stories and doing reading groups 

in our classrooms. In math, we are focusing on subtracting two 

digit numbers. We will be doing lots of practice to begin to 

understand the regrouping strategy. 

Please remember that even though we are not checking 

homework each night, your child should be reading and 

practicing math facts EVERY night!  

All the best,  

  Mrs. Liimatainen, Ms. Lively, and Ms. Power 

Dear First Grade Families, 

Happy New Year from the First Grade 

Team! We hope you enjoyed your 

celebration and had some time for 

relaxation during the holiday vacation.  

The month of January will be busy with 

continued work in reading, writing, and 

addition and subtraction fact fluency. Our 

math fact fluency develops our 

automaticity to twenty. Our plans for the 

New Year will include building upon our 

current literacy and math skills.  

Please read and practice math facts with 

your child every night. Talk about the 

story to check-in on comprehension. 

Please take the time to play games that 

support learning math facts. Sincerely, 

Ms. Warren, Ms. Hayes, & Mrs. Thurston 

 

 



PTO News 
January 12th PTO meeting Newton Library  

Keep sending in your Boxtops! 

PTO contact information @ 

newtonpto@gmail.com 

 

 

  

Fourth Grade, 

The fourth grade is soaring into the New Year!  

Multiplication and division facts are being 

practiced, rehearsed and practiced some more!  

We are multiplying triple and even quadruple 

digit numbers.  Some enterprising 4th graders 

have delved into long division!  A new addition to 

fourth grade responsibilities is…wait for 

it…COMPOST!  The fourth grade is the “Green 

Team” at Newton School, and they are 

monitoring the trash and compost at every meal!  

So far, over the first week, composting has saved 

over three hundred pounds of trash going to land 

fill.  The fourth grade team wishes you and yours 

a happy and relaxing holiday, and we will see 

your students back here on the third of January. 

Mr. Stone & Mr. Proulx 

Greetings Third Grade Families and Friends! 

From our Newton School family to yours, 
have a wonderful, safe and fun winter 
break.  2016 was pretty amazing.  We look 
forward to the new year and continuing with 
benchmark testing.  Students have hit the 
ground running with multiplication facts and 
some students are working on their division. 
It's also cold and flu season, so our 
classrooms can always use donations of 
tissues and Clorox wipes.  Support our 
classrooms in staying healthy by 
promoting  avid hand washing and mouth 
covering - we know they are in third grade, 
but they can always use reminders. 
Finally, we wish you a happy, safe, and fun 
break and an EPIC 2017! 

peace, laughter, and learning, 
Your 3rd Team - Mrs. Gutierrez, Ms. Skiff, and 
Ms. Witherell 
 

Greetings from the Health Office!! 

Cold Weather 

The winter weather is here and we have already had our 

first snow!  Please dress your children warmly for 

outside weather.   Recess is an important part of the day 

giving your child fresh air, a chance to stretch their 

bodies, and exercise.  Please send your child to school 

with a warm jacket, snow pants, a hat, gloves, and 

boots.   We will have outdoor recess in the morning 

when children arrive to school and during the school 

day.  

Health Screenings Update 

Health Screenings will be completed by the end of 

January.  If your child needs a referral for hearing or 

vision testing  you will receive a letter  with referral 

information.    Please make sure students are sent to 

school with glasses if needed, it is an essential part of 

their learning.   

Wishing you and your family a Happy and Healthy 

2017!! 

Jennifer Paulin RN  

 

News from Music! 

Congratulations to all students for performing in the 

December All School Meeting! Every grade did a 

fantastic job leading the school in their song for the sing 

along.  

Chorus will be starting on Tuesday January 10th! 

Students in grades 2, 3, and 4 are invited to join the 

Newton School Chorus. We will meet every Tuesday and 

Thursday from 7:30-8:00 AM. Students who wish to 

participate MUST turn in an interest form by January 9th. 

Miss.  Evans 

mailto:newtonpto@gmail.com
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…………………………………………………..  

School Adjustment Counselor 

School attendance might not seem like a big deal for elementary students, but the consequences of 

excessive absenteeism can have a lasting impact. Below are some attendance facts and research 

from Attendance Works, that underscore why attendance matters. 

-Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing 10% or more of school for any reason. This equals about 18 

days a year or two days a month. 

-Poor attendance can influence whether children read proficiently by the end of third grade.  

-Chronic absence early in a child’s education can impact their performance for their entire academic 

career. By 6th grade, chronic absence is the number one indicator that a student will become a high 

school dropout.  

-If a student is 10 minutes late to school each day, this adds up to missing more than 33 hours of class 

time. A student with a 90 percent attendance average that is ten minutes late to school each day, 

Kindergarten through 12th grade, will miss over a year of accumulated time in the classroom.   

-When students improve their attendance rates, they improve their academic prospects and chances 

for graduating. 

What can we do? Many schools, including Newton School, use a variety of methods to promote regular 
attendance.  Methods include, but are not limited to, phone calls to the parent (s) when a student is 

absent, letters informing parents of the number of days absent, and the use of incentives. In the early 
years, parents are best positioned to ensure children attend school and build expectation around 

attendance.  Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school - and themselves. Start 
building this habit in kindergarten so they learn right away that going to school on time 

Katie Irizarry, LICSW 

 

 

 

READING REMINDERS:  

“Books aren’t just made of words…they’re also filled with places to visit and people to meet!” 

-Author Unknown 

As we enter the holiday season and school vacation, we encourage you to spend at least 20 minutes 
each day visiting new places and meeting new people through the words in a book.  You will enrich you 
lives and the lives of your students.  Your children are our future…let’s all help prepare them for that 
future by giving them the gift of reading. 

Happy Reading 

Wishing you a Warm Holiday Season and Happy New Year!  

Your Title 1 Reading Teachers, 

Ms. Weissman, Ms. Sherry, Mrs. Miller, and Ms. Blanchard 

 

Your Title 1 Reading Teachers, 

Ms. Weissman,  Ms. Sherry, Mrs. Miller,  and Ms. Blanchard 

 


