
Greenfield High School 
21 Barr Avenue, Greenfield, MA  01301  413-772-1350 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Acting Principal’s Notes 

It is hard to believe that the first quarter of the 2016-17 school year has come to an end.  Greenfield High School staff have 

welcomed families with an Open House and Parent/Guardian Conference nights.  MCAS and PARCC results have been 

mailed home for all 8-11th grade students.  If you did not receive yours, please contact the guidance office at 413-772-1350 

x1129.  We are continuing our collaboration with Greenfield Community College which provides juniors and seniors with 

the opportunity to take classes at their campus.  If your student is interested in attending GCC during the spring semester, 

please have him/her meet with a guidance counselor to discuss. 

Thank you for choosing Greenfield High School.  We are committed to your student’s success!  Please contact me with any 

concerns or questions at 772-1350 x1005. 

Karin Patenaude, Acting Principal 

Late Bus 

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday there is a late bus that will take bus students home at 3:30 p.m.  The library will 

be open until 3:15 p.m. each day for students to use as quiet study space.  The bus will also allow students to stay for club 

meetings and get involved in extracurricular activities.  Students need to get a pass from the staff member they stay with in 

order to ride the bus home. 

Attendance 

Academic success is tied directly to student’s attendance.  Students are expected to be in school 94% of the time (as 

dictated by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education).  Please encourage your student to come to school on 

time each day. 

Drop Off 

Drop off for students will continue to be on the skating rink side of the building, the north side of the building, and the 
auditorium entrance at the back of the building.  No drop-offs may occur in the bus loop located closest to the front of the 
building or in the front parking lot.  Please use caution when driving in these areas.  Once students are dropped at GHS they 
are to remain on school property. 
 

New Staff Members 

This school year, GHS is pleased to welcome the following new staff members:  Martin Yaffee - Culinary Arts, Rebecca 

Zimmerman – 8th Grade ELA, Brian Hydefrost- Math, Stacy Page – Adjustment Counselor, Alex Pilger - Guidance Counselor 

intern,  Derek Dussault - UMass Bridges History Intern, Matthew Duncan - UMass Bridges English intern,  Kerlie Gedeon – 

Essential Skills, Christine Harmon – Film, Kelly Maybach - Math,  Maria Santana - Paraprofessional,  Emily Butynski – 

Paraprofessional, Nancy Gifford - Paraprofessional, and Sean Callaghan – Paraprofessional. 

 

8th Grade Academy 

The 8th Grade Academy students have begun this school year with a great attitude about learning and a contagious 

excitement about all of the possibilities before them in this new environment. We, as a faculty, encourage all students to 

engage in their learning and take full advantage of all of the opportunities afforded to them throughout the next five years.  

Many students have already joined clubs and sports teams as well as participated in their first high school pep rally.  The 

opportunity to participate in activities is still available and students who wish to do so are encouraged to contact their class 

advisor, Ms. Judy Bennett, for more information. 

 

8th Grade Field Trip:   On Friday, December 9, 2016, the 8th grade students will be going to Amherst College for a day long 

field trip exploring the Bassett Planetarium, the Mead Art Museum, and the Beneski Museum.  Students are excited for this 

opportunity.  More information will be provided to families the closer the trip becomes. 

Information from Associate Principal Gaffigan 

Winter is Coming! Oh no, not the cold! That is what many of us heat lovers are saying now a days. Please make sure your 

student is dressed appropriately for the cold this winter. Whether you walk to school or ride a bus you must be ready for 



 
the unexpected. You never know what the weather will be when you leave school for the day. Walking to school in the 

morning it could be sunny and 50 degrees, but by the time you leave it has snowed 2 inches and the temperature has 

dropped 20 degrees with wind. If you ride a bus, you can never count out a mechanical or heat failure that has you waiting 

on the side of the road or shivering in your seat.  Please try to think ahead and wear boots, winter coats, hats and gloves. 

You can always take them off if you get warm, but if you don’t have them and you get cold, you could freeze.  Once in 

school, blankets cannot be worn in the halls or the classroom for security reasons and will not be permitted. 

Thomas Gaffigan, Associate Principal 

GHS dates to remember 

November 23, 2016  Early Release K-12    November 24-25, 2016  No School; Thanksgiving break 

December 22, 2016 Early Release K-12    December 23-30, 2016  December vacation 

January 2, 2017 No School; New Year’s Day observed  January 12, 2017  Winter Music Concert 7pm  

January 16, 2017 No School; MLK Day observed   January 18-20, 2017  Mid-Terms 

January 27, 2017 No School; Teacher In-service    

 

Senior News 

Class Dues will total $175, which pays for senior events such as Prom, the Senior Class Trip, and a Senior Gift. We highly 

recommend paying as well in advance as possible, even if that means paying in smaller increments or setting up a payment 

plan.  This will facilitate our planning of these events by giving us a better idea of the number of students attending. 

 

Class of 2017 officers have coordinated several fundraisers over the past few years and there will be more between now 

and the spring of 2017. With the proceeds, participating students can have the cost of their Class Dues reduced. Meetings 

to plan these events are included in the morning announcements – please encourage your student to participate! 

 

Checks for Class Dues should be made out to “GHS Class of 2017”, with your student’s name in the memo line.  Feel free to 

contact us, Amy Charboneau amycha1@gpsk12.org or Tracy Creek  tracre1@gpsk12.org if you have any questions or call 

(413) 772-1350. 

Green Wave Athletics 

Field Hockey received the #1 seed for the Western Mass Field Hockey Tournament with a 14-0-3 record and defeated 
Frontier for the win.  At time of printing, the field hockey team will play in the State Semi-Finals v. Oakmont.  Good luck 
girls!  Thanksgiving football game tickets will be on sale starting November 15 at local businesses.   Tickets will be on sale 
every weekday from 7:15 am- 7:45 am and 2:10 pm - 2:45 pm in the Athletic Director’s office at GHS. Ticket prices are $5 
pre-sale; otherwise at the gate will be $7.   GET THEM EARLY! 
 
Winter sports start Nov 28th!  All student athletes need to sign up on FamilyId and have an updated physical on file with 
the nurse. GO WAVE! 

 
Student Council 

Happy Fall Everyone! Student Council is moving as fast as the changing weather with all our recent and upcoming events. 
Recently students helped out at several local events such as the annual Pumpkin Fest in Turners and at a T-shirt shop in 
town where students helped unpack all their shipments! We’ve done service projects such as the Brown Bag Brigade which 
provided our town with 200+ meals! We’re currently working on a shoebox project which will send toys and toiletries to 
children in different countries while preparing for our Annual Bocce Tournament and Fall Conference. It’s a busy time of 
year with spirit week just around the corner, but our students still managed to find the time to brush up on their leadership 
skills at our 12 hour lock-in which was hosted right here at GHS for all of Western Massachusetts!  
 
We are always welcoming new students to join our student council.  Meetings take place on alternating Sundays from 6pm- 
7pm in the Lecture Hall at GHS. For any questions you can contact our advisor, Angela Mass, at angmas1@gpsk12.org 
 

French Club 
The GHS Club Français has begun the year strong with 35 members from all grades.  Our Butterbraid fundraiser raised 
nearly $350.  So far we have made chocolate fondue, watched the French film, Les Emotifs Anonymes, and gone apple 
picking at Apex Orchards.  Our November plan is to see the film, Les Oiseaux de Passage, at the Brattleboro film festival and 
have crèpes at Café Tulip!  We are also reviving La Table Française, a French conversation hour, and planning a spring trip to 
Montreal.    

 

Music News 

Chorus News 
Our Select Chorus is singing with the Pioneer Valley Symphony Chorus at their Holiday Concert on Saturday, Dec. 17th at 
7pm in the GHS auditorium.  Come hear our singers shine! 
Band and Chorus Save the Date 
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Our Band and Chorus Winter Concert will be on Thursday, January 12th (snow date: 19th) at 7pm in the GHS 
auditorium.  Admission is free! 

 

 

Yearbook 

YEARBOOKS ARE NOW ON SALE ! Yearbooks can be bought online with a credit card at: Jostens.com or cash or checks can 
be made out to GHSYearbook and brought to Mrs. Charboneau in Room 1025. The price is $55 until January 8th, after that 
the price will increase to $65. Senior pictures are due by December 1st . Please email pictures to  
GHSYearbook413@gmail.com. If you are unable to get pictures done, please contact Mrs. Charboneau. 
 

Information from the Guidance Department 
Greetings from Guidance! The new year has started out great. The modified block schedule has been an overwhelming success 

with students and teachers alike. Seniors have been grinding through the college application process, signing up and taking 
the SATs, filling out the Common Application, as well as completing the FAFSA to become eligible for financial aid. There will 
be a financial aid workshop for parents and students on November 29th at 6pm in the auditorium. Please attend if you 
would like more information on affording college!  All sophomores took another step toward college by taking the PSATs on 
November 2nd, while the 9th grade class is acclimating to the new demands of high school life. 
 
Also, as always, one-on-one help is available for any student in need. As the first quarter of the year has just come to a 
close, we will meet with and plan recovery strategies for students struggling with poor academic performance. Please feel 
free to reach out to guidance if you have any concerns about your student's experience at GHS. We are here to help! 
 

Library News 

Books to Spark Discussions with your Teen about Race, by Jessica Pollock, Librarian 

Wondering how to have meaningful discussions with your teen about race in the time of the Black Lives Matter movement 

and a presidential election fraught with racial politics? Consider using books to jumpstart the conversation. Below are a few 

books that tackle the topic, but are highly readable for teens. These books are available at GHS and I’d be happy to get a 

copy for you and your teenager to read together. You can always reach me by phone 772-1350x2004 or email 

jespol1@gpsk12.org 

Between the World and Me by Coates, Ta-nehisi 

“In this brief book, which takes the form of a letter to the author's teenage son, Coates…comes to grips with what it means 

to be black in America today. “ ~ starred review Booklist  

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds 

“Two teenage boys, one black (Rashad) and one white (Quinn), are inextricably linked when Quinn witnesses Rashad being 

savagely beaten with little or no provocation by a policeman who has served as Quinn's de facto big brother since his father 

was killed in Afghanistanand whose younger brother is one of Quinn's best friends…Police brutality and race relations in 

America are issues that demand debate and discussion, which this superb book powerfully enables.” ~ starred review 

Booklist 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

“A multi award-winning author recalls her childhood and the joy of becoming a writer. Writing in free verse, Woodson 

starts with her 1963 birth in Ohio during the civil rights movement, when America is ‘a country caught / / between Black 

and White.’” ~ Kirkus Reviews 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 

“… this novel explores the impact of the American dream on those outside the dominant culture in a finely wrought story 

that is an effective combination of humor and drama." ~ starred review School Library Journal 

My Sisters’ Voices: Teenage Girls of Color Speak Out compiled by Iris Jacob 

 “…the writers speak about the issues that matter most to teens (self-image, family, sex, love, abuse, pride, education, 

courage, race, and beauty), and Jacob's voice in her general introduction is clear and completely her own-direct, insightful, 

angry, and alternately adolescent (awesome is a favorite word) and adult.” ~ Booklist 

Bereavement Group 
There will be a Bereavement Group starting at Greenfield High School at the end of November. The group is for Greenfield 

High School students who have experienced the death of a family member.  The focus of the group is to help students to 

support each other and to better understand and cope with their loss.  The Bereavement Group is run by local clinician 

Dennis LeBlanc, and counselor Annie Diemand, and meets once per week, during the school day.  Dennis and Annie have 

run this group at GHS for the past seven years, and students who have participated have felt very positive about the 
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helpfulness of this experience.  For more information about the group, please email or call Dr. Scott Rice, GHS School 

Psychologist at:  scoric1@gpsk12.org, phone: 772-1350 X1130. 

 

Youth For Change 
Youth For Change has been busy. We had so much fun doing prevention minute-to-win it challenges in the cafeteria in 
October. Soon we will settle into holiday prevention and safe choices for the holidays. Youth For Change meets weekly on 
Wednesday and Thursday from 2:10- 3:30 pm. Come join us anytime. 
 

English Language Learners Classroom Updates 
Our ELL students have been building friendships, participating in creating classroom rules, and learning to navigate around 
in in school.  The students have been building their vocabulary, comprehension and fluency skills. Also, they have been 
learning about finding the main idea of a passage, the elements of a story and continue to review the parts of speech. The 
students have read a variety of stories and have also talked about current events.  The ELLs also enjoyed an ELL Harvest 
party in which students were able to meet one another for the first time.   
 

GHS Muse 
Got a poem or a story to share? This year's GHS Muse is inviting submissions from GHS students and their families. GHS 
Muse is published once a year in print and online. Check out last year's issue at ghsmuse.blogspot.com. Give your poem or 
story to your student or submit to geryel1@gpsk12.org. 
 

 

Title I Grant 

This year, for the first time, Greenfield High School secured a Title I Grant. This grant allows us to provide support 

services to students who currently need assistance in reading.  In this regard, students who demonstrate the need for 

reading support are able to take our Foundations of Reading classes taught by Ms. Khalsa. These classes are in addition to 

their English Language Arts (ELA) classes allowing for review of concepts and techniques. With the grant, we were able to 

purchase a class set of Chromebooks for student use as well as a reading skills program on line.  We currently offer 

Foundations of Reading classes to our 8th grade students and will be expanding to the 9th grade students as well.  As we 

build upon these classes offered under this grant, we will be adding Foundations of Mathematics in the future, too.   

 

We look forward to continually collaborating with parents and families in order to help you understand: 

● The state’s academic content standards and state student academic achievement standards;  

● State and local academic assessments, including alternative assessments;  

● Family engagement opportunities; 

● How to monitor their child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their child. 

 

We ask that all families read and sign the Title I Compact that you received with your student’s report 

card. This Compact is a promise from all of us: administrators, teachers, student, and families to step in and ensure that our 

students are successful. Please have your student return to the main office at GHS upon completion. Thank you so much for 

being part of your child’s success.  If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Patenaude at karpat1@gpsk12.org or 772-

1350 x 1005. 
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