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NEWSLETTER 

 

Acting Principal’s Notes 

As we end the second quarter of the 2016-17 school year, it is time to reflect on all that we have accomplished and all that 

is still upon us in the coming months. 

Greenfield High School students and staff enjoyed a spirited November with spirit week and the annual Turkey Day Pep 

Rally.  New this year were lip sync skits that were met with much laughter and fun.  We all enjoyed a long weekend to 

celebrate Thanksgiving Day with our family and friends and to pause and reflect on what we are thankful for this season.    

As December’s snow flew, the students enjoyed their first snow day of the year, but remained focused and working hard 

throughout the rest of the month.  Many students participated in the annual caroling throughout town and at other schools 

in the district with Ms. Scotera; while other students in the National Honor Society adopted a family in town and showered 

them with kindness for the holiday season.  The Key Club was also quite busy in December making care packages for many 

of our students to take home over the holiday break.  Our winter sports teams all began and are off to great starts this 

season; please check the calendar for dates and times of games and come join us to cheer for the Wave!   

As we look forward to the coming months, students will be preparing to participate in MCAS state testing as well as Access 

and NAEP testing.  If you have any questions on test dates for specific grades, please do not hesitate to contact us at 772-

1350 x1005.  However, the website will be updated each month with the important testing dates as well for a reference for 

all families. 

Karin Patenaude, Acting Principal 

Late Bus 

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday there is a late bus that will take bus students home at 3:30 p.m.  The library will 

be open until 3:15 p.m. each day for students to use as quiet study space.  The bus will also allow students to stay for club 

meetings and get involved in extracurricular activities.  Students need to get a pass from the staff member they stay with in 

order to ride the bus home. 

Attendance 

Academic success is tied directly to student’s attendance.  Students are expected to be in school 94% of the time (as 

dictated by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education).  Please encourage your student to come to school on 

time each day. 

New Staff Members 

This quarter, GHS is pleased to welcome Ms. Kelly Maybach, math teacher, to the 8th Grade Academy and Ben Johnson - 

Paraprofessional. 

Title 1 Update 

GHS is now a Title 1 school and with that designation comes additional supports for students who are struggling in math 

and reading.  The grant has provided Read Naturally and the use of chrome books in the 8th Grade Academy to supplement 

reading and math instruction.  We are still accepting Social Compacts, so if anyone still has one at home, please sign and 

return to the main office at your convenience. 

Title 1 also sponsored a Family Information Night on Thursday, January 12, 2017 from 6-7 pm in the GHS cafeteria.  The 

School Council members worked diligently to have numerous tables of information available to the families of GHS 

students.  Many families learned how to access PowerSchool for parents that night, as well as what scholarships were 

available to seniors.  The Youth for Change, led by Kara Younger, also participated that night and had great give-aways for 

families.  Overall, it was a very successful evening followed by a wonderful Winter Concert led by Band Director, Maria 

Scotera. 

  

 



 

GHS dates to remember 

February 10: Early Dismissal, K-12; Teacher In-Service  February 20-24: Winter Break 

April 7:  Early Dismissal, 8-12; Teacher In-Service   

Senior Class Important Dates: 

May 20: Prom held at Terrazza (inside the Country Club of Greenfield) 

May 26: Class Trip at High Meadows Resort in North Granby, CT 

May 31: Class Night in GHS Auditorium at 7pm 

June 2:  Graduation in GHS Auditorium at 6:30pm 

    

Senior News 

Senior year is half over and graduation, prom and the class trip will be here before we know it.  Class dues are $175 to 

participate in all senior activities; Prom is $75, Class Trip is $75 and Graduation is $25.  These fees need to be paid as soon 

as possible in person to Mrs. Charboneau in room 1025 or by mail to the high school.  We can accept either cash or a check 

made out to:  GHS Class of 2017.  The class is currently running a “Coupon Book” fundraiser to help students defray the cost 

of their dues.  The coupon book sells for $25 each and the $12.50 profit made off each book will go directly to the student’s 

account.  If you have any questions regarding senior information, please email the Senior Class Co-Advisors, Tracy Creek at 

tracre1@gpsk12.org or Amy Charboneau at amycha1@gpsk12.org  

   

Future Business Leaders of America 

Greenfield High School started a Business Club this fall by opening a Chapter of Future Business Leaders of America, a 
national organization that supports and encourages business education for tomorrow’s business leaders.  In early April our 
club hopes to attend the State Conference held at Bentley University where we will participate in competitive events, listen 
to guest speakers, attend workshops and meet FBLA peers from other schools throughout Massachusetts.  We are looking 
for sponsors to help reduce the cost for students to attend this conference as well as participate in other club activities such 
as a stock market simulation game. If you are interested in supporting the FBLA Club please contact our Advisor, Amy 
Charboneau, Business Teacher at amycha1@gpsk12.org. If you would like more information on FBLA, please see their 
website at fbla-pbl.org. We meet Wednesdays after school in Room 1025 and new members are always welcome! 
 

Green Wave Athletics 

Congratulations to the Green Wave Field Hockey team for winning the Western Mass title! The team wishes the key seniors 

leaving; Grace Kennedy, Alyssa Garvin, Amanda Elwell and Isabella Justiniano, all the best in the future.  

 

As of this writing girl’s basketball record is 8-1 with the lone loss to the defending Western Mass champs, Hoosac Valley.   

Boys basketball is working hard with a tough stretch of games coming up. Their record is 3-6. Ice hockey lost some tough 

games down the stretch and their record stands at 4-5-2.  Boys and girls Indoor Track has been competing well at meets at 

Smith College on Friday nights.  Boys record is 3-4 and the girls is 1-6.  

 

You can get all scheduling information on www.miaa.net and look up Greenfield HS to get all schedules for middle school 

and high school sports.   Follow athletics on twitter @Gfield_AD1 

GO GREEN WAVE! 

Student Council 

New Year and New Beginnings! We recently finished up spirit week here at GHS; this year our class skits were replaced with 
class lip syncs. We’re currently enrolling our members to work at the winter festival here in Greenfield the weekend of 
February 3-5th. 
 
Our next big event is Hyannis in March, our 3 day leadership conference. Students will be raising money for Special 
Olympics by jumping into the ocean during this time for our annual Polar Plunge! Everyone is very excited for this 
conference and many things yet to come in the New Year! 

 
We always welcome new students to join our student council.  Meetings take place on alternating Sundays from 6pm-7pm 
in the Lecture Hall. For any questions you can contact our advisor, Angela Mass, at angmas1@gpsk12.org 

 

Yearbook 

Dear GHS Students and families, 
If you are looking to buy a yearbook they are available for $65!  Payment can be made by cash or check brought to Mrs. 
Charboneau in room 1025, or email questions to her at amycha1@gpsk12.org.  Also, if you are a senior and have not sent in 
a baby picture or senior picture for the yearbook yet, please do so as soon as possible!  More candids are needed, so if you 
have any pictures of you and your friends, please email them to ghsyearbook413@gmail.com!  

Thank you,  
GHS Yearbook Staff 
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Green Room 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students of GHS: 
The students and staff of Green Room would like to congratulate everyone at GHS for a successful first semester of 

the 2016-2017 academic year! 
Our coordinator Jan Marciniec will be retiring on February 17th. Though all of us at Green Room are very fond of 

Jan and will miss her very much, we are pleased to welcome Jordan Imhoff who has already come on board and introduced 
a few new activities.  

With the new semester comes new activities! A handful of the new opportunities we have are:  

 Cooking 

 Sketch-a-Comic 

 Sewing 

 Expedition Skills 

 Green Room Band 

 Readers as Artists - working with a local artist from Meadowedge Studio 
Green Room is led by the Youth Advisory Council which is made up of students from all grades. Being part of this 

program helps them learn leadership skills and have a voice in how the program is run. Anyone is welcome to join us on 
Tuesdays to talk about how to improve the program! 

We hope to see you in Green Room soon! 
Ella McDaniel and Anthony Bohannon 

 

Youth For Change 
Look for us at the Greenfield Winter Carnival the weekend of February 3rd-5th.   If you have any questions about Youth for 
Change, please contact Kara Younger at karyou1@gpsk12.org.  
 

News from Franklin-Hampshire Regional Employment Board 
This www.fhyouth.org website was designed by youth to help youth (ages 14-24) get started on their career path. This site 
was sponsored by the Franklin Hampshire Youth Career Connections Council, a group of representatives from private 
industry, public organizations, youth service providers, and schools. The Regional Employment Board and Franklin 
Hampshire Career Centers supplies and maintains the content on www.fhyouth.org. It includes resources for youth: links to 
entry-level jobs, an employer database, information on how to choose a career or find a job, templates for resumes and 
cover letters, and much more. It also includes information for parents and educators who are invested in helping youth 
make an informed decision about their career path and become career ready. We highly recommend checking 
out www.fhyouth.org to find valuable career exploration and job search resources. Fun Fact: Research shows that people 
who gain some work experience during high school or college later get paid 16% more than those who did not. 
 

GHS students represented  in Teen Art Show 
GHS is being represented in this year’s Annual Franklin County Teen Art Show by Hunter Felix and Morgan Winn. Felix’s 

ceramic sculpture “Untitled”, and Winn’s ceramic “Torso Bottle”, are on display with students from across Franklin County,  

including public, charter, and private institutions, who are in grades 8 – 12.  This exhibition is being held at Artspace 

beginning January 23rd and running through February 17th, 2017.  Artspace is located at 15 Mill Street, Greenfield. 

  

 

 

 

 

GREEN ROOM 

NOTES 
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FLU SEASON: IMPORTANT REQUEST & REMINDERS 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Please be advised the winter flu season has arrived, and the CDC reports patients seeking medical care 

for flu symptoms are above the national baseline this year.  

In an effort to spread the facts and not the flu, we ask your cooperation with the following important 

request: 

► Students bringing water or other beverages to school should be reminded 

NOT to share; it’s for the student’s individual consumption ONLY. 

► The bottle should also be limited to 20 ounces (we have water refill stations in school), and kept 

in the student's backpack throughout the day. 

►  Many students are sharing their bottles, increasing the illnesses being spread at Greenfield High 

School.   

In addition, we remind you of the following Greenfield Public Schools health policies: 

► Students with a fever of 100°F (37.8°C) or higher should be kept home until they are fever free for 

at least 24 hours, without the use of fever reducing medications, such as acetaminophen (Tylenol) 

or ibuprofen (Advil or Motrin). 

► Students experiencing vomiting or diarrhea should remain home until they are  

free from vomiting or diarrhea for at least 24 hours. 

Thank you for your concern, and attention to these matters. We appreciate your assistance with helping 

to keep your children healthy. 

Stay Well, 

Karin Patenaude, Acting Principal    Terri Jamieson, RN - School Nurse 

 

 


